
The World Bank Seeks Post-Doctoral Scholars and PhD 

Students in the Social Sciences and Neuroscience:    

June 2013- June 2014 
 

 

The World Bank is assembling a new team of researchers for the World Development Report 

2015:  Behavioral and Social Foundations of Development.  We seek highly committed post-

doctoral scholars and graduate students in the following fields: 

 

 Behavioral economics 

 Social, cognitive, and cultural psychology 

 Sociology 

 Anthropology, especially cognitive anthropology 

 Neuroscience 

 

The team will research and write the World Development Report, and will draw on advice from a 

consultative group of leaders in the social sciences.   

 

The assignment could be either resident in Washington DC for one year or non-resident.  For 

advisors who can move to Washington DC, the job entails  

 

 Participating as a team to shape the framework of the Report,  

 Harvesting findings from the literature and from worldwide consultations  

 Discussing the findings with World Bank staff.   

 

For resident advisors, the salary will be competitive and include benefits. 

 

For non-resident advisors, the job will be to write a literature review on one topic in the Report.  

The World Bank will provide a payment of $10,000-$15,000. 

 

If some ideas come out of this work that generate new testable hypotheses, then it is possible that 

these could become research projects that the World Bank would support. 

    

The next page briefly describes the planned Report. 

 

Interested parties should send a letter of interest, cv, contact information for two references, and 

one writing sample to Tourya Tourougui (Ttourougui@worldbank.org ).  In the email, please identify 

the subject as WDR 2015. 

 

mailto:Ttourougui@worldbank.org


World Development Report 2015: 

 

The Behavioral and Social Foundations of Economic Development 

 

Objectives 

 

Analysts often presume that development is driven entirely by good economic policies. 

However, a growing body of research has demonstrated that there is more to economic policy 

than economics.  Social norms and psychology can play a vital role in making development 

possible. Further, norms and human cognition are malleable and can be influenced by policy and 

education. The research on this is recent and scattered in diverse places, since it is situated in the 

relatively uninhabited terrain between economics and its neighbors in the social sciences and 

humanities, as well as in neuroscience. The World Development Report 2015, dedicated to the 

behavioral and social foundations of development, can play a major role in marshalling these 

new ideas to the cause of development. The history of economics is littered with examples of 

well-intentioned policy pronouncements that failed to deliver. The research in behavioral 

economics and in non-economics fields sheds light on why this happened. This World 

Development Report should play a major role in alerting policymakers to these latest findings.  

By bringing the findings in diverse fields together in one place, the World Development Report 

2015 aims to be both an important intellectual statement and a user’s manual.  

 

At the heart of this new work is the idea of a human being quite different from the traditional 

economist’s homo economicus, to wit, someone who has bounded rationality and perceptions, 

limited willpower, and a concern for fairness and who is prone to behave by force of habit and 

learned emotional responses. The traditional approach in economics defines culture as attitudes 

and beliefs, and generally assumes that they are complements to economic forces.  In contrast, 

work primarily outside of economics defines culture as systems of meaning, conceptualization, 

and mental rules-of-thumb with independent effects on outcomes. This richer view of human 

beings and of culture affords policymakers new tools.  The Report will explore how these tools 

can be used to make poor households more capable of achieving sustained improvements in their 

lives, and to improve governance.  

 

We envision two main parts to the Report.  Part I would set out the new understandings of 

preferences and of bounds on rationality that are now being incorporated into economic models 

and tested empirically.  Part II would discuss policy implications for specific sectors, including 

finance, education, health, public finance, and environmental economics.   

 

Karla Hoff, Senior Research Economist at the World Bank, will be the Director of the Report.  

Varun Gauri, Senior Economist at the World Bank, will be the Deputy Director.  

 


