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Objective of the Course 
 

The objective of the course is to provide students with analytical tools to better think 

about the issue of being a citizen in a digital world. The course is based on scientific 

definitions and measures, and presents theories of false information propagation and 

the risks associated with misinformation. Overall, it aims to give students a better 

understanding of what news production in an online world is, and will help them 

develop their critical thinking on the challenges related to disinformation.   

 

 

Summary 

 

This course is an introduction to the political economy of information, centered 

around the digitization of news production and the associated implications.  

The first part of the class will be an introduction to the models of news production and 

digital journalism and will provide empirical evidence of online behavior worldwide. 

In the second part of the course, we will focus in more depth on the concept of false 

information, first by conducting a thorough definition exercise, but also by studying 

propagation models, and the new risks it raises. Examples such as false information 

campaigns during electoral periods or the recent sanitary crisis will be explored in 

greater detail.   

Last, we will discuss the emergence of fact-checking activities and the role of 

regulation or state intervention as a means to fight against false information.   

 

 

Organization of the course 
 

Class 1: What is information? An introduction to the concept and to news 

production in political science and economics  

 

Professor: Elisa Mougin 

Language of instruction: English 

Number of hours of class: 18h 
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In this introductory class, we will explore together the different scientific approaches 

to information and will discuss the characteristics of the market for news.  

 

Class 2: News production in a digital world 

This class will cover contemporary issues related to the digitization of the media 

sector. We will discuss digital journalism, and the role of online platforms in producing 

and sharing content. 

 

Class 3: Online behavior: citizen use of online outlets, digital inequalities and 

fractures across generations and places 

During the third session, we will conduct a review of online usage worldwide and their 

heterogeneity across countries and groups. Generational barriers and digital 

inequalities will be discussed. 

 

Class 4: Information, Misinformation, Disinformation: A taxonomy exercise with 

concrete implications 

As of class 4, the course will focus on the issue of false information and how to deal 

with it. Session 4 will focus on the taxonomy of the terms to better analyze the risks 

and threats of disinformation. 

 

Class 5: Propagation, virality and social networks: how does false information 

spread? 

In this class, we will study propagation models of online news and discuss whether 

false information spreads quicker than other types of news. 

 

Class 6: Fact-checking & Fact-checkers: a growing role for new stakeholders 

Fact-checking activities have been growing tremendously in recent years. This class 

will focus on this new type of journalistic content and question its economic model 

and effects on the media landscape. 

 

Class 7: The political and social consequences of exposure to false information 

Through recent examples of elections or political events (2016 American election, 

Brexit, or the war in Ukraine), we will study the consequences that false information 

has on societies. 

 

Class 8: Case study: Misinformation and disinformation during the Covid Crisis 

This class will consist of a case study of the recent Covid crisis and how false 

information on sanitary risks spread and was received by the public. 

 

Class 9: Towards new regulatory frameworks: how does the law handle and 

mitigate the risks associated with misinformation? 

In this class, we will speak about the new European regulatory framework to address 

the risks of false information and hate speech online and discuss more broadly the 

future of public policy in this field. 
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Assessment 
 

Students will be assessed on their participation in class throughout the programme 

(20% of the grade) and on an oral exam: the Petit Oral (80% of the grade). 

The Petit Oral will take place on the Thursday of the third week of the programme. It 

will consist of a group presentation on a determined topic and a written presentation. 

A specific time will be dedicated to questions. 

 

 

Professor’s Biography 
 

Elisa Mougin is an economist, specialized in political economy and media 

studies. She holds a PhD from Sciences Po Paris and she completed a part 

of her doctoral studies the University Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona.  She is a 

research affiliate at the Laboratory for Interdisciplinary Evaluation of Public 

Policies (LIEPP) of Sciences Po. Her research focuses on news production 

models of traditional and online media and issues in political economy. 

 

 


