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William	 A.	 Schabas	 OC	 MRIA	 
	 

‘Happy	 is	 the	 man	 who	 can	 make	 a	 living	 by	 his	 hobby!’	 	 
-	 George	 Bernard	 Shaw,	 Pygmalion 	 

 
 
 
 
Personal	 
residence: 122 Hampstead Way, London NW11 7XY 

Tel. +44 (0) 208.458.1270 | Mobile: +44 (0) 742.878.4703 
office: Law Department, Middlesex University, London NW4 4BT  

Tel. +44 (0) 208.411.4314 | Fax +44 (0) 208.411 6275 
electronic:  w.schabas@mdx.ac.uk  skype:	 william.schabas 
blog:  humanrightsdoctorate.blogspot.com 
Date	 of	 birth:  19 November 1950  Place	 of	 birth:  Cleveland, USA 
Citizenship:  Canadian and Irish  Languages:  English, French (written, spoken) 
Civil	 status:  married to Penelope Soteriou, two children, four grandchildren 

 
Highlights:	 

• Professor of international law, Middlesex University, London; also: Professor 
of international criminal law and human rights, Leiden University; emeritus professor of human rights law and 
honorary chairman, Irish Centre for Human Rights, National University of Ireland Galway; visiting professor, 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies; distinguished visiting faculty, Paris School of 
International Affairs, Sciences Po, Paris; professeur associé, Université du Québec à Montréal; Geneva; 
honorary professor, Institute of Law (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) and Wuhan University. 

• Books include: Unimaginable Atrocities: Justice, Politics and Rights at the War Crimes Tribunals, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2012; Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 4th. ed., Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2011; The International Criminal Court: A Commentary on the Rome Statute, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2010; Genocide in International Law, 2nd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009; 
The UN International Criminal Tribunals: the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2006; The Abolition of the Death Penalty in International Law, 3rd ed., Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2002. Translations of these books have been published in German, Turkish, 
Chinese, Nepali, Persian, Albanian and Japanese. 

• Author of more than 300 academic journal articles; has delivered lectures or conference papers in more than 
fifty countries; writings have been cited in judgments, decisions and opinions of: International Court of Justice, 
International Criminal Court, International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, Special Court for Sierra Leone, European Court of Human Rights, Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights, Supreme Court of Canada, United States Supreme Court, Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, High Court of Tanzania, Supreme Court of Israel. 

• Member, Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2002-2004). 

• Chairman, Board of Trustees, United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human 
Rights (2009-2011). 

• President, International Association of Genocide Studies (2009-2011); Chair, Institute for International Criminal 
Investigation (2000-••••); President, Irish Branch, International Law Association (2008-••••). 

• Officer of the Order of Canada; Fellow of the Royal Irish Academy; honorary doctorates from: Dalhousie 
University, Halifax; Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland; Northwestern University, Chicago; University 
of Copenhagen; Vespasian V. Pella Medal for International Criminal Justice, Association internationale de droit 
pénal; Gold medal in the Social Sciences, Royal Irish Academy. 

• Editor in Chief, Criminal Law Forum; Editor in Chief, Oxford Reports on International Criminal Law. 
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Education:	 

Degree	 courses:  North Toronto Collegiate Institute, Toronto, 1968 (‘senior matriculation’); B.A., history, University of 
Toronto, 1972 (‘honours history’); M.A., history (international relations), University of Toronto, 1973 (thesis: ‘Anglo-Soviet relations, 
1917-1934’); LL.B., University of Montréal, 1983; LL.M., University of Montréal, 1990 (thesis: ‘Use of international human rights law 
before the Canadian courts’); LL.D., University of Montréal, 1992 (thesis: ‘The abolition of the death penalty in international law’). 

Other	 courses,	 etc.:  Bar admission school, Québec Bar, 1984; Course in International Humanitarian Law given by the 
Canadian Red Cross Society, Ottawa, August, 1991; Course in International Humanitarian Law given by the Graduate Institute for 
International Studies, Geneva, July, 1993; Internship at the European Commission of Human Rights, Strasbourg, June-July, 1994; 
Workshop on International Organization Studies, given by the Academic Council on the United Nations System and the American 
Society of International Law, Providence, Rhode Island, July 1994. 

 
Employment:	 
Current:	 Professor of international law, Middlesex University, London (appointed 2010); Professor of international criminal law 

and human rights, Leiden University (appointed 2012); emeritus professor of human rights law, National University of Ireland Galway 
(appointed 2011); honorary chairman, Irish Centre for Human Rights (appointed 2011); distinguished visiting faculty, Paris School of 
International Affairs, Sciences Po, Paris (since 2011); Professeur associé, Département des sciences juridiques, Université du Québec 
à Montréal (since 2000); Visiting Fellow, Kellogg College, University of Oxford (since 2007); ‘door tenant’, 9 Bedford Row, London 
(since 2007); lawyer and legal counsel in litigation before International Court of Justice, European Court of Human Rights, International 
Criminal Court, United Nations Human Rights Committee, Supreme Court of Canada, Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, 
etc. Expert witness before courts in Canada, United States, United Kingdom, International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, 
Israel, Indonesia. Amicus curiae before the Special Court for Sierra Leone. 

2002-2004 Member, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone 

2000-2011 Professor of human rights law, National University of Ireland Galway 

2000-2011 Director, Irish Centre for Human Rights 

1998-1999 Senior fellow, Jennings Randolph Programme for International Peace, United States Institute of Peace, 
Washington 

1996-2000 Assessor, Quebec Human Rights Tribunal 

1995-1996 Senior policy adviser, International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development, Montreal 

1994-1998 Chair, Département des sciences juridiques, Université du Québec à Montréal (1994-1998) 

1993-1996 Investigator, Quebec Human Rights Commission 

1992-1993 Associate chair, Module des sciences juridiques, Université du Québec à Montréal 

1991-2001 Professor, Département des sciences juridiques, Université du Québec à Montréal (assistant professor 1991-
1995, associate professor 1995-1997, full professor 1997-2001) 

1985-2005 Member, Québec Bar 

1984  Articling student, Guy & Gilbert, avocats, Montréal 

1983-1984 Teaching assistant, Faculty of Law, University of Montréal 

1973-1991 Freelance journalist, translator, speechwriter; Quebec correspondent for McGraw Hill World News Service (1981-
1989); editor in chief, Pulp and Paper Canada, (1978-1980); associate editor, Canadian Mining Journal (1975-
1978); editor, Orchestra Canada/Orchestres Canada (1973-1975); contributions to Saturday Night, New Scientist, 
Harrowsmith, Globe and Mail, etc. 

1978  Lecturer, Vanier College, Montreal (history) 

1973-1974 Teaching assistant, Department of History, University of Toronto 

Visiting	 or	 adjunct	 professor,	 lecturer:	 University of Montreal, Montreal, Canada (1991, 1998); Instructor, 
Canadian Foreign Service Institute, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Ottawa (1991-2007); Professor of law, 
University of Montpellier I, Montpellier, France (1994, 1998); McGill University, Montreal, Canada (1995-1998), Université de Paris 
Ouest, Nanterre-La Défense (1996, 2010), International Institute of Human Rights, Strasbourg, France (1996, 1997, 1999, 2002, .003); 
National University of Rwanda, Butare, Rwanda (1996-1999); University of Paris XI (2000); University of Paris II (Pantheon-Assas) 
(2001, 2003); University of Westminster, London (2002-2008); Dalhousie University, Halifax (2002, ‘Bertha Wilson Lectureship in 
Human Rights’); University of Geneva, University Centre in International Humanitarian Law (2003-2005); EMA European Masters in 
Human Rights, Venice (2003-04); University of Amsterdam (2003-2005); EU Mediterranean Masters in Human Rights and 
Democratization (2004-••••); Honorary Professor, Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China (2004-••••); 
Visiting professor, Faculty of Law, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin, China (2005-••••); Lecturer, Washington College of Law, 
American University, Washington, DC (2007); Guest Professor, College of Criminal Law Science, Beijing Normal University (2007-••••); 
Visiting professor, Queen’s University, Belfast, School of Law (2007-2009); Professor (‘Global Legal Scholar’), University of Warwick, 
School of Law (2007-2010); Visiting professor, Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva University, New York City (2007-2008, 2010-2011); 
Visiting professor, LUISS Guido Carli University, Rome (2008); Visiting fellow, All Souls College, University of Oxford (2008); Visiting 
Professor, University of Geneva/Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (2009-••••); Monash University School of 
Law, Melbourne (2011); Guest Professor, Wuhan University, China (2012-••••). 
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Books	 and	 monographs:	 

Habeas Corpus, Montréal: Wilson & Lafleur, 1990, 62 pp. 

International Human Rights Law and the Canadian Charter, Toronto: 
Carswell, 1991, xxx, 357 pp. 

The Abolition of the Death Penalty in International Law, Cambridge: 
Grotius Publications, 1993, xxxii, 389 pp. (preface by Gilbert 
Guillaume, judge of the International Court of Justice). 

Les instruments internationaux, canadiens et québécois des droits et 
libertés, Cowansville: Éditions Yvon Blais, 1994, xic, 289 pp. (with 
Daniel Turp). 

Les infractions d'ordre sexuel, Cowansville: Éditions Yvon Blais, 1995, xix, 
378 pp. 

The Death Penalty as Cruel Treatment and Torture: Capital Punishment 
Challenged in the World's Courts, Boston: Northeastern University 
Press, 1996, xxvi, 288 pp. 

International Human Rights Law and the Canadian Charter, 2nd ed., 
Toronto: Carswell, 1996, xxxvii, 450 pp. 

The Abolition of the Death Penalty in International Law, 2nd ed., 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997, xli, 403 pp. (preface by 
Gilbert Guillaume, judge of the International Court of Justice). 

Précis du droit international des droits de la personne, Montréal: Éditions 
Yvon Blais, 1997, xix, 425 pp. 

Introduction to Rwandan Law, Montreal: Éditions Yvon Blais, 1997, xxi, 
389 pp. (with Martin Imbleau). 

Les instruments internationaux, canadiens et québécois des droits et 
libertés, 2nd ed., Cowansville: Éditions Yvon Blais, 1998, xii, 367 pp. 
(with Daniel Turp). 

Introduction au droit rwandais, Montreal: Éditions Yvon Blais, 1999, xxv, 
434 pp. (with Martin Imbleau). 

Genocide in International Law, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2000, xvi, 624 pp. 

Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2001, x, 406 pp. 

The Abolition of the Death Penalty in International Law, 3rd ed., 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002, lx, 435 pp. (preface by 
Gilbert Guillaume, president of the International Court of Justice). 

Slobodan Milosevic on Trial: A Companion, New York & London: 
Continuum, 2002, iv, 178 pp. (with Michael Scharf). 

Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 2nd ed., Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2004, xii, 481 pp. 

Genozid im Völkerrecht, Hamburg: Hamburger Edition, 2003, 792 pp. 
(German trans. Holger Fliessbach). 

The UN International Criminal Tribunals: the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda 
and Sierra Leone, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, liv, 
711 pp. 

Gjenocidi në të Drejtën Ndërkombëtare [Genocide in International Law], 
Pristina: Kosovo Centre for Human Rights, 2003, 764 pp. (Albanian 
trans. Enver Hasani & Bekim Sejdiu). 

An Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Tehran: University of 
Tehran, 2005, 289 pp. (Persian trans. S.B. Mirabbassi). 

An Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Beijing: China State 
Security Publishing House, 2005, 646 pp. (Chinese trans. Huang 
Fang). 

International Human Rights Law and Canadian Law: Legal Commitment, 
Implementation and the Charter, 3rd ed., Toronto: Carswell, 2007, lxiv, 
532 pp. (with Stéphane Beaulac). 

Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 3rd. ed., Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2007, xiv, 548 pp. 

War Crimes and Human Rights: Essays on the Death Penalty, Justice and 
Accountability, London: Cameron May Publishers, 2008, 1158 pp.. 

Uluslararasi Ceza Mahkemesine Giri� [An Introduction to the International 
Criminal Court], Istanbul: Amnesty International Turkey, 2008, 232 pp. 
(Turkish trans., Güylay Arslan). 

An Introduction to the International Criminal Court, Katmandu: FOHRID 
Human Rights and Democratic Forum, 2008, 220 pp. (Nepali trans.). 

The Abolition of the Death Penalty in International Law, Beijing: Law 
Press China, 2008, 472 pp. (Chinese trans. Zhao Haifeng). 

Genocide in International Law, 2nd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2009, xix, 741 pp. 

The International Criminal Court: A Commentary on the Rome Statute, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010, lxx, 1,259 pp. 

Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 4th ed., Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2011, xiii, 579 pp. 

Unimaginable Atrocities: Justice, Politics and Rights at the War Crimes 
Tribunals, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012, 232 pp. 

The travaux préparatoires of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013 (three volumes), cxxv, 
3,157 pp. 

Kein Frieden ohne Gerechtigkeit? Die Rolle der internationalen Strafjustiz, 
Hamburg: Hamburger Edition, 2013, 120 pp. 

 

Edited	 volumes:	 

Sourcebook on the Abolition of the Death Penalty, Boston: Northeastern 
University Press, 1997, xi, 264 pp. (co-editor, with Hugo Adam Bedau, 
Peter Hodgkinson & Michael Radelet). 

Essays on the Rome Statute of the ICC, Vol. I (editor), Rome: Editrice il 
Sirente, 2000, xxvi, 516 pp. (co-editor, with Flavia Lattanzi). 

Essays on the Rome Statute of the ICC, Vol. II (editor), Rome: Editrice il 
Sirente, 2004, xxvii, 337 pp. (co-editor, with Flavia Lattanzi). 

International Criminal Law Developments in the Case Law of the ICTY, 
The Hague/London/New York: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2003, xxxiv, 
309 pp. (co-editor, with Gideon Boas). 

Capital Punishment: Strategies for Abolition, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2004, xiv, 374 pp. (co-editor, with Peter Hodgkinson). 

Hans Göran Franck, The Barbaric Punishment, Abolishing the Death 
Penalty, The Hague/London/New York: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 
2003, xi, 163 pp.  

La peine capitale et le droit international des droits de l’homme, Paris: 
L.G.D.J. Diffuseur, 2003, 275 pp. (co-editor, with Gérard Cohen-
Jonathan).  

Chinese Yearbook of Human Rights, Vol. I, Beijing: Social Sciences 
Documentation Publishing House, 2004, 509 pp. (co-editor, with Huang 
Lie). 

Truth Commissions and Courts: The Tension Between Criminal Justice 
and the Search for Truth, Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Kluwer 
Academic Publishers, 2004, 272 pp. (co-editor, with Shane Darcy). 

Encyclopaedia of Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity, Detroit etc.: 
Thomson Gale, 2004, 1458 pp. (associate editor, with Dinah Shelton, 
Howard Adelman, Frank Chalk & Alexandre Kiss). 

Accountability for Atrocity, Tokyo: UN University, 2007, 285 pp. (co-editor, 
with Ramesh Thakur & Edel Hughes). 

Capital Punishment: Strategies for Abolition, Tokyo: Akashi, 2009, 454 pp. 
(co-editor, with Peter Hodgkinson) (Japanese trans.). 

Sixing Lifa Gaige Zhuanti Yanjiu (‘Reform of the Death Penalty’), Beijing: 
China Legal Publishing House, 2009, 658 pp. (co-editor, with Zhao 
Bingzhi). 

Hacia la Abolitión Universal de la pena capital, Valencia: Tirant lo Blanch, 
2010, 565 pp. (co-editor, with Luis Arroyo & Paloma Biglino). 

Towards universal abolition of the death penalty, Valencia: Tirant lo 
Blanch, 2010, 455 pp. (co-editor, with Luis Arroyo & Paloma Biglino). 

Routledge Handbook of International Criminal Law, London and New 
York: Routledge, 2010, 466 pp. (co-editor, with Nadia Bernaz). 

International Criminal Law, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2012, 
Vol. I, 975 pp., Vol. II, 875 pp., Vol. III, 901 pp. 

New Challenges for the UN Human Rights Machinery, What Future for the 
UN Treaty Body System and the Human Rights Council Procedures?, 
Antwerp: Intersentia, 2011, xx, 480 pp. (co-editor, with M. Cherif 
Bassiouni). 

Ashgate Research Companion to International Criminal Law: Critical 
Perspectives, Farnham, UK: Ashgate, 2013, xlv, 558 pp. (co-editor, 
with Yvonne McDermott and Niamh Hayes). 



William	 A.	 Schabas,	 curriculum	 vitae	 	 Page	 4	 
15/04/13	 
	 

Contra el espanto, Por la abolitión de la pena de muerte, Valencia: Tirant 
lo Blanch, 2012, 576 pp. (co-editor, with Luis Arroyo & Paloma Biglino). 

International Criminal Justice, Abingdon, UK: Edward Elgar, 2012, 256 pp. 
(co-editor, with Gideon Boas & Michael Scharf). 

 

Research	 reports:	 

History of the Unemployment Insurance Act for the Commission of Inquiry 
on Unemployment Insurance (‘Forget Commission’), 1986 (with Robert 
St-Louis). 

Report of the Commission of Inquiry into Human Rights Violations in 
Rwanda, March 1993 (co-author). 

Commission sur le Burundi, Rapport, in La lettre hebdomadaire de la 
Fédération internationale des droits de l'homme, hors série no 190, 
July 1994 (co-author). 

Report on the Needs of the Judicial System in Rwanda, International 
Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development, December 
1994 (co-author). 

‘Rapport du Comité de la réforme de l'aide juridique’, Department of 
Justice, Québec, December 1995. 

‘Non-refoulement’, in Office for Democratic Initiatives and Human Rights, 
Final Report, Expert Workshop on Human Rights and Counter-
terrorism, February 2007, Doc. ODIHR.GAL/14/07, pp. 20-48. 

‘‘Respect, Protect and Fulfil, A Human Rights-Based Approach to 
Peacebuilding and Reconciliation’, Border Action, March 2007 (with 
Peter Fitzmaurice). 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council, ‘Capital punishment and 
implementation of the safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights 
of those facing the death penalty, Report of the Secretary-General’, UN 
Doc. E/2010/10. 

‘Crimes against Humanity in Western Burma: The Situation of the 
Rohingyas’, Irish Centre for Human Rights, May 2010 (with Nancie 
Prud’homme & Joseph Powderly). 

 

Articles,	 book	 chapters:	 

‘Canadian Policy in Cyprus’, (1983) I:2 Hellenic Studies/Etudes 
hélleniques 35-44. 

‘Le renaissance du bref d'habeas corpus sous la Charte canadienne des 
droits et libertés’, (1990) 50 Revue du Barreau 409-430. 

‘The Greek Diaspora and Canadian Law’, in John M. Fossey, ed., 
Proceedings of the First International Congress on the Hellenic 
Diaspora from Antiquity to Modern Times, Vol. II, Amsterdam: Gieben, 
1991, pp. 339-351. 

‘The Omission of the Right to Property in the International Covenants’, in 
(1991) 4 Hague Yearbook of International Law 135-160. 

‘Substantive and Procedural Issues in the Ratification by Canada of the 
American Convention on Human Rights’, (1991) 12 Human Rights Law 
Journal 405-413. 

‘La Charte canadienne des droits et libertés et le droit international: les 
enseignements de la Cour suprême dans les affaires Keegstra, 
Andrews et Taylor’, (1989-90) 6 Revue québécoise du droit 
international 12-25 (with Daniel Turp). 

‘Kindler and Ng: Our Supreme Magistrates Take a Frightening Step into 
the Court of Public Opinion’, (1991) 51 Revue du Barreau 673-682. 

‘Extradition et la peine de mort: le Canada renvoie deux fugitifs au couloir 
de la mort’, (1992) 4 Revue universelle des droits de l'homme 65-70. 

‘Les recours internationaux en matière des droits de la personne’, in Actes 
du Congrès du Barreau de Québec, 1992, Cowansville, Éditions Yvon 
Blais, 1992, pp. 855-880. 

‘La Charte devant les tribunaux administratifs: avantages et 
inconvénients’, in Actes de la 3ième journée en droit social et du 
travail, La Charte et les tribunaux administratifs: enjeux dans les 
domaines de droit social et du travail, Cowansville, Éditions Yvon 
Blais, 1992, pp. 83-98. 

‘Kindler v. Canada’, (1993) 87 American Journal of International Law 128-
133. 

‘Le rôle du droit européen dans la jurisprudence des tribunaux canadiens’, 
(1991-92) 7 Revue québécoise du droit international 235-245. 

‘International Norms on Execution of the Insane and of the Mentally 
Retarded’, (1993) 4 Criminal Law Forum 95-117. 

‘Greece, Eastern Europe and the Implementation of International Human 
Rights Norms: Challenges of the 1990s’, in T.A. Couloumbis & T.M. 
Veremis, The Southeast European Yearbook 1991, Athens: Hellenic 
Foundation for Defence and Foreign Policy, 1992, pp. 209-224. 

‘Les réserves des États-Unis d'Amérique aux articles 6 et 7 du Pacte 
international relatif aux droits civils et politiques’, (1994) 6 Revue 
universelle des droits de l'homme 137-150. 

‘Article 64’, in L.E. Pettiti, E. Decaux & P.-H. Imbert, eds., La Convention 
européenne des droits de l'homme, commentaire article par article, 
Paris: Economica, 1995, at pp. 923-944. 

‘Soering's Legacy: the Human Rights Committee and the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council Take a Walk Down Death Row’, (1994) 
43 International and Comparative Law Quarterly 913-924. 

‘Case Comment: Pratt and Morgan v. Jamaica’, (1994) 5 Criminal Law 
Forum 180-193. 

‘La Convention contre la torture, le Comité contre la torture et le 
traitement des personnes psychiatrisées’, (1994) Revue canadienne 
droit et société/Canadian Journal of Law and Society 145-162. 

‘Le Règlement de preuve et de procédure du Tribunal international chargé 
de poursuivre les personnes présumées responsables de violations 
graves du droit international humanitaire commises sur le territoire de 
l'ex-Yougoslavie depuis 1991’, (1993-94) 8 Revue québécoise du droit 
international 112-119. 

‘La crise yougoslave: Les tentatives internationales de protection des 
minorités’, in Emmanuel Decaux & Alain Pellet, eds., Nationalités, 
minorités et successions d'états en Europe de l'est, Paris: 
Montchréstien, 1996, at pp. 273-287. 

‘Reservations to International Human Rights Treaties’, (1995) 32 
Canadian Yearbook of International Law 39-81. 

‘Le droit à l'intégrité physique’, in Frédéric Sudre et al., eds., La protection 
des droits de l'homme par le Comité des droits de l'homme des 
Nations Unies, Les communications individuelles, Montpellier: Institut 
de droit européen des droits de l'homme, 1995, at pp. 108-129. 

‘Free Speech on Campus: Lessons from International and Comparative 
Law’, (1995) 44 University of New Brunswick Law Journal 111-117. 

‘L'universalité des droits de la personne: le bilan des instruments 
canadien et québécois’, in Carrefour: Philosophie et Droit, Actes du 
Colloque DIKE, Montréal, ACFAS, 1995, pp. 109-120. 

‘Reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child’, (1995) 18 
Human Rights Quarterly 472-491. 

‘Is the United States Still a Party to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights?’, (1995) 21 Brooklyn Journal of International Law 
277-325. 

‘South Africa's Constitutional Court Outlaws the Death Penalty’, (1995) 16 
Human Rights Law Journal 133-148. 

‘The Death Penalty for Crimes Committed by Persons Under Eighteen 
Years of Age’, in Eugen Verhellen, ed., Monitoring Children's Rights, 
Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff, 1996, at pp. 603-619. 

‘International Legal Aspects of Capital Punishment’, in Peter Hodgkinson 
& Andrew Rutherford, eds., Capital Punishment: Global Issues and 
Prospects, London: Waterside Press, 1996, at pp. 17-44. 

‘Le Rwanda, le Burundi, et la maladie d'impunité’, in Raymond Verdier, 
Emmanuel Decaux & Jean-Pierre Chrétien, eds., Rwanda: Un 
génocide du XXe siècle, Paris: Éditions L'Harmattan, 1995, at pp. 115-
124. 

‘Génocide, autodétermination et protection des minorités: La prévention 
des conflits ethniques en Afrique’, in Canada, Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Rencontre internationale francophone, Prévention des conflits : 
Perspective africaine, Actes de la rencontre, pp. 174-197. 

‘Battling Impunity for Genocide in Underdeveloped States: The Crisis in 
Rwandese Justice’, Occasional Paper, International Centre for Human 
Rights and Democratic Development, 1996. 
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‘Abolition of the Death Penalty in Africa’, in William A. Schabas, ed., 
Sourcebook on the Abolition of the Death Penalty, Boston: 
Northeastern University Press, 1997, at pp. 30-65. 

‘Universal Norms and International Tribunals: The Case of Cruel 
Treatment and the Death Row Phenomenon’, in Thomas J. 
Schoenbaum, Junji Nakagawa & Linda Reif, eds., Trilateral 
Perspectives on International Legal Issues: From Theory into Practice, 
Irvington, New York: Transnational Publishers, 1998, at pp. 173-208. 

‘Détention et poursuites judiciaires au Canada’, in Jean-François 
Dupaquier, ed., La justice internationale face au drame rwandais, 
Paris: Karthala, 1996, at pp. 193-204. 

‘Les recours individuels en droit international des droits de la personne: 
problèmes et perspectives’, Proceedings of the 1995 Conference of 
the Canadian Council on International Law, at pp. 96-104. 

‘Dimensions juridiques et judiciaires des droits de l'homme’, Collection of 
Lectures, International Institute of Human Rights, 27th Study Session, 
Strasbourg, 1996, at pp. 75-100. 

‘L'universalité des droits de l'homme : ébauche d'un bilan du système 
interaméricain’, Cahiers de l'Institut du droit européen des droits de 
l'homme, Montpellier, 1996, pp. 6-12. 

‘Sentencing and the International Tribunals: For a Human Rights 
Approach’, (1997) 7 Duke Journal of Comparative and International 
Law 461-517. 

‘L'affaire Mugesera’, (1996) 7 Revue universelle des droits de l'homme 
193-195. 

‘Reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination 
Against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child: A 
comparative analysis’, (1997) 3 William and Mary Journal of Women 
and the Law 79-112. 

‘L'Observation générale du Comité des droits de l'homme au sujet de 
l'Article 25 du Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques’, in 
Jacques-Yvan Morin, ed., Les droits fondamentaux, Brussels: Bruylant, 
1997, pp. 285-295. 

‘Justice, Democracy and Impunity in Post-Genocide Rwanda: Searching 
for Solutions to Impossible Problems’, (1996) 7 Criminal Law Forum 
523-560. 

 ‘War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity and the Death Penalty’, (1997) 60 
Albany Law Journal 736-770. 

‘The United Nations and the Abolition of the Death Penalty’, in Ron 
Wheeler & Howard McConnell, eds., Swords and Plowshares: The 
United Nations in Transition, Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press. 

‘Human Rights, Democracy and the Apparent Contradiction Between 
National Reconciliation and Criminal Prosecution’, in Campaign 
Against Impunity: Portrait and Plan of Action, Montreal: International 
Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development, 1997, pp. 
215-246. 

‘La justice pénale internationale’, Collection of Lectures, International 
Institute of Human Rights, 28th Study Session, Strasbourg, 1997, pp. 
121-134. 

‘International Human Rights Law and the Canadian Courts’, in Thomas A. 
Cromwell, Danielle Pinard & Hélène Dumont, eds., Human Rights in 
the 21st Century: Prospects, Institutions and Processes, Montréal: Les 
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‘Victors’ Justice: Selecting Targets for Prosecution at the International 
Criminal Tribunals’, Casten Centre for Human Rights, Monash 
University, Melbourne, 1 June 2011. 

‘Ding Dong the Witch is Dead: Dealing with Tyrants Under International 
Law’, Sean Lester Memorial Lecture, Irish Society of International Law, 
Dublin, 8 June 2011. 

‘Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity and the Need for the New 
Convention’, International Humanitarian Law Dialogs, Chautauqua, 
New York, 29 August 2011. 

‘The Eichmann Trial and its Contribution to the Law of Genocide’, 
Perspectives on Genocide, The Adolf Eichmann Trial – Looking Back 
50 Years Later, Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, 16 September 2011. 

‘The Death Penalty and International Legal Standards’, Guangzhou, 
China, 18 September 2011. 

‘The Death Penalty and International Legal Standards’, Kunming, China, 
20 September 2011. 

‘Proving Genocidal Intent: Is it Really So Difficult?’, Aubrey Newman 
Lecture, University of Leicester, 21 September 2011. 

‘Understanding Genocidal Intent’, University of Leicester, 22 September 
2011. 

‘Transitional Justice and International Law’, Autumn Bi-Annual Meeting of 
the Japanese Society of International Law, Kwansei Gakuin University, 
Osaka, 8 October 2011. 

‘The Arab Spring and the International Criminal Court’, Canadian Council 
for International Law, Ottawa, 5 November 2011. 

‘The Status of Capital Punishment’, Academic Council of the United 
Nations System, Vienna, 9 November 2011. 

‘Human Rights and the Legacy of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia’, Legacy Conference of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, The Hague, 15 November 
2011. 

‘Unimaginable Atrocities: The Future of International Criminal Tribunals’, 
University College Dublin, 18 November 2011. 

‘The History of Crimes against Humanity’, Annual Conference of the 
Chambers of 9 Bedford Row, London, 19 November 2011. 

‘The International Criminal Court and the Protection of Civilians’, 
Conference on International Humanitarian Law, International 
Committee of the Red Cross and NAM Centre for Human Rights and 
Cultural Diversity, Tehran, 23 November 2011. 

‘Reforming the Death Penalty in China’, China-UN Seminar on Human 
Rights, Hangzhou, 2 December 2011. 

‘The Future of the International Criminal Court’, Centre for Law, Ethics 
and Globalisation Annual Lecture, University of Southampton School of 
Law, 2 February 2012. 

‘The first decade of the International Criminal Court’, University of New 
South Wales, Sydney, 14 February 2012. 

‘International Criminal Law: Only for the Winners?’, Human Rights 
Research and Education Centre, University of Ottawa, 29 February 
2012. 

‘The Next Utopia and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights’, 
McMaster University, Hamilton, 2 March 2012. 

‘The Arab Spring’, Law Society of Ireland, Dublin, 12 March 2012. 

‘Judicial Activism and International Humanitarian Law’, London School of 
Economics, 14 March 2012. 

‘The Principle of Legality: Fictional Adherence or Judicial Straitjacket?’, 
Leiden University, Hague Institute for Global Justice, 21 March 2012. 

‘Transfer of Cases from the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda to 
the Rwandan Courts’, Catholic University of Leuven, 22 March 2012. 

‘The ICTY and Genocide: Clarity and Confusion’, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, 26 March 2012. 

‘Victors’ Justice’, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, 27 March 2012. 

‘International Trends’, Death Penalty Symposium 2012, Towards Death 
Penalty Abolition: European Experience and Asian Perspectives, 
European Union, Tokyo, 18 April 2012. 

‘The International Criminal Court and International Peace and Security’, 
Free University of Amsterdam, 14 May 2012. 

‘The Distinction between International and Transnational Crimes’, 
International Institute of Higher Studies in Criminal Sciences, Siracusa, 
Italy, 21 May 2012. 

‘The Future of the International Criminal Court’, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, London, 21 June 2012. 

‘The Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on the 
Separation Wall’, Bethlehem University, Palestine, 9 July 2012. 

‘The International Criminal Court at Ten’, Embassy of France, The Hague, 
11 July 2012. 

‘The Status of the Death Penalty’, Max Planck Institute for International 
and Comparative Criminal Law, Freiburg, 26 July 2012. 

‘The Eichmann Trial and International Law’, University of Toronto, 10 
September 2012. 

‘Transitional Justice: Challenges and Difficulties’, European Society of 
Criminology Annual Meeting, Bilbao, 13 September 2012. 

‘Politics and the Challenges to the International Criminal Court in its 
Second Decade’, Peace Palace, The Hague, 27 September 2012. 

‘The International Criminal Court at its Tenth Anniversary’, Museen der 
stadt nürnberg, Nuremberg, 5 October 2012. 

‘Abolition of the Death Penalty in the Arab World’, International Bar 
Association, Rabat, 19 October 2012. 

‘Les enjeux de la justice internationale’, École nationale de la 
magistrature, Paris, 23 October 2012. 
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‘Revolution and International Law’, Chatham House, London, 1 November 
2012. 

‘Jurisprudence of the International Criminal Court in its First Decade’, 
Washington University, St. Louis, 12 November 2012. 

‘The International Criminal Court at Ten’, University of Copenhagen, 14 
November 2012. 

‘Recent Developments and Prospects of International Justice’, University 
of Leeds, 23 November 2012. 

‘European Paths to Reform and Abolition of the Death Penalty’, Beijing 
Normal University, 15 December 2012. 

‘The Three Charters: International Law Making in the Post-War Crucible’, 
Leiden University (Inaugural Lecture), 25 January 2013. 

‘Paix, sécurité et la Cour pénale internationale’, Université de Paris II, 1 
February 2013. 

‘The First Decade of the International Criminal Court’, Florida International 
University, Miami, 6 February 2013. 

‘Human Rights and Culture’, Willson Center for Humanities and Arts, 
University of Georgia, Athens, 7 February 2013. 

‘Binding or Non-Binding? The Universal Declaration of Human Rights’, 
Dean Rusk Center for International Law and Policy, University of 
Georgia, Athens, 7 February 2013. 

‘Palestine, Israel and the International Criminal Court’, City of The Hague, 
14 February 2013. 

‘Armenia and the Ratification of the Rome Statute’, Yerevan, 6 April 2013. 

‘Reconciliation and International Justice’, Thematic Debate, United 
Nations General Assembly, 10 April 2013. 

 

Supervision	 of	 research	 students:	 
Geert-Jan Alexander Knoops, PhD, The Prosecution and Defence of 

Peacekeepers under International Criminal Law, National University of 
Ireland Galway, 2005. Thesis published: The Prosecution and Defence 
of Peacekeepers under International Criminal Law. Ardsley, New York: 
Transnational Publishers, 2004. 

Shane Darcy, PhD, Collective Responsibility in International Law, National 
University of Ireland Galway, 2005. Thesis published: Collective 
Responsibility in International Law. The Hague: Transnational 
Publishers, 2006. 

Mohamed El-Zeidy, PhD, The Principle of Complementarity in 
International Criminal Law, National University of Ireland Galway, 
2007. Thesis published: The Principle of Complementarity in 
International Criminal Law, Origin, Development and Practice, The 
Hague: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2008. 

Kamran Hashemi, PhD, Religious Legal Traditions, International Human 
Rights Law and Muslim States, National University of Ireland Galway, 
2007. Thesis published: Religious Legal Traditions, International 
Human Rights Law and Muslim States, The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff 
Publishers, 2008. 

Vivienne O’Connor, PhD, Model Codes for Post-Conflict Criminal Justice’: 
A Tool to Enhance the Substance and Process of Post-Conflict 
Criminal Law Reform, National University of Ireland Galway, 2007. 

Mohamed Elewa, PhD, The Concept of Mens Rea in International 
Criminal Law, National University of Ireland Galway, 2007. Thesis 
published: The Concept of Mens Rea in International Criminal Law: 
The Case for a Unified Approach, Oxford: Hart, 2013. 

Daniel Aguirre, PhD, Economic Globalisation and the Tripartite 
Realisation of the Right to Development, Galway, 2007. Thesis 
published: The Human Right to Development in a Globalised World, 
Aldershot: Ashgate, 2008. 

Anthony Cullen, PhD, The Concept of Non-International Armed Conflict in 
International Humanitarian Law, National University of Ireland Galway, 
2007. Thesis published: The Concept of Non-International Armed 
Conflict in International Humanitarian Law, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2010. 

Hitomi Takemura, PhD, International Human Right to Conscientious 
Objection to Military Service and Individual Duties to Disobey 
Manifestly Illegal Orders, National University of Ireland Galway, 2007. 
Thesis published: International Human Right to Conscientious 

Objection to Military Service and Individual Duties to Disobey 
Manifestly Illegal Orders, Berlin, Heidelberg: Springer Verlag, 2009. 

Carlo Tiribelli, PhD, Surrender, Not Extradition: Transferring Offenders in 
a New International Context, National University of Ireland Galway, 
2008. 

Roja Fazaeli, PhD, The Fifth Generation of Islamic Feminists, National 
University of Ireland Galway, 2008. 

Chris McDermott, PhD, An Investigation into the Emergence of Regional 
Customary International Law Obligations to Protect Persons Trafficked 
into the European Union for the Purpose of Sexual Exploitation, 
National University of Ireland Galway, 2009. 

Gerald Gahima, PhD, Rwanda: Accountability for Atrocity, National 
University of Ireland Galway, 2010. Thesis published: Transitional 
Justice in Rwanda: Accountability for Atrocity, London & New York: 
Routledge, 2012. 

Joseph Sebarenzi, PhD, Beyond Gacaca Courts: Restorative Justice in 
Rwanda, National University of Ireland Galway, 2010. 

Khadeija Mahgoub, PhD, The Right of the Child to Survival and 
Development: Reflections on Article 6(2) of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, National University of Ireland 
Galway, 2010. 

Maria Varaki, PhD, The Interests of Justice. The Quest for Fine Balance 
at the International Criminal Court, National University of Ireland 
Galway, 2010. 

Nicolaos Strapatsas, PhD, The Supreme International Crime: Aggression 
Under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, National 
University of Ireland Galway, 2011. 

Fannie Lafontaine, PhD, Prosecuting International Crimes in Canadian 
Courts: Where International Law Meets Domestic Law, National 
University of Ireland Galway, 2011. Thesis published: Prosecuting 
Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes in Canadian 
Courts, Toronto: Carswell, 2012. 

Nancie Prud’homme, PhD, International Humanitarian Law and 
International Human Rights Law: From Separation to Complementary 
Application, National University of Ireland Galway, 2011. 

Aimé Karimunda, PhD, The Abolition of the Death Penalty in Africa, 
National University of Ireland Galway, 2011. 

Kjell Anderson, PhD, The Dehumanisation Dynamic: A Criminology of 
Genocide, National University of Ireland Galway, 2011. 

Alfred Mwenedata, PhD, De la promotion et protection de droits humains 
dans le contexte du VIH/SIDA : facteur limitant la propagation de 
l’épidémie ?, National University of Ireland Galway, 2011. 

Brendan Tobin, PhD, Why Customary Law Matters. Indigenous Peoples’ 
Customary Laws and Human Rights, National University of Ireland 
Galway, 2011. 

Wibke Timmermann, PhD, Hate Speech and Incitement in International 
Criminal Law, National University of Ireland Galway, 2011. 

Mario Silva, PhD, Failed and Failing States: Causes and Conditions, 
National University of Ireland Galway, 2012. 

Fidelma Donlon, PhD, The Completion Strategies of the International 
Criminal Tribunals: The former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone, 
National University of Ireland Galway, 2012. 

Harry Rhea, PhD, The United States and the International Criminal 
Tribunals, National University of Ireland Galway 2012. Thesis 
published: The United States and the International Criminal Tribunals, 
Antwerp: Intersentia, 2012. 

Annabel Egan, Constructive Engagement and Human Rights: The Case 
of EU Policy Towards China, National University of Ireland Galway, 
2012. 

 

Other	 professional	 activities:	 

Representative of the Republic of Cyprus at the Conference on youth and 
the law for the International Youth Year, Montreal, August 1985. 

Commission of Inquiry into Human Rights Violations in Rwanda (mission 
to Rwanda, 5-25 January 1993), representative of the International 
Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development. 



William	 A.	 Schabas,	 curriculum	 vitae	 	 Page	 25	 
15/04/13	 
	 

Commission of Inquiry on the Humanitarian Situation in the South Sudan 
(mission to Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, 22 August-3 September 1993), 
mission sponsored by South Sudan Council of Churches. 

Delegation of the Government of Canada to the Implementation Meeting 
on the Human Dimension, Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, Warsaw, 4-15 October 1993. 

Commission of Inquiry into Human Rights Violations in Burundi (mission 
to Burundi, 25 January - 10 February 1994), mission sponsored 
International Federation of Human Rights, Africa Watch and other 
NGOs. 

Mission of Inquiry into the Judicial System in Rwanda (mission to 
Rwanda, 27 November - 6 December 1994), mission sponsored by 
International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development. 

Trial observer, Amnesty International, hearing before the Constitutional 
Court of South Africa in the matter of Makwanyane and Mchunu v. The 
State, Johannesburg, South Africa, 15-17 February 1995. 

Rapporteur, Expert meeting on humanitarian intervention organized by the 
International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development, 
Ste-Adèle, Québec, 28 February - 2 March 1995. 

Participant, Expert meeting on cultural rights organized by UNESCO and 
the Council of Europe, Fribourg, Switzerland, 23-25 March 1995. 

Course on prosecution for crimes of genocide, given by the International 
Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development and the 
Interafrican Union for Human Rights, Professor and organiser, Kigali, 
Rwanda, 14-15 June 1995. 

Lecturer, Canadian Foundation of Human Rights, Montreal, 1995-1997. 

Panelist, High Level Symposium on Peace and Development, Problems of 
Conflict in Africa, United Nations University, Tokyo, 11-12 October 
1995. 

Mission to Rwanda to Assist in Developing a Specialized Genocide 
Tribunal, Rwandan Department of Justice, Kigali, 2-9 March 1996. 

Panel Moderator, The European Union and the External Dimension of 
Human Rights Policy: From Rome to Maastricht and Beyond, Athens, 
17 November 1996. 

Preparation of course on ‘L'intégrité physique’, including video, given as 
part of doctoral-level diploma programme offered by AUPELF-UREF, 
the Université de Nantes and the Université de Paris-X Nanterre, 
August 1996. 

Human Rights Trial Observation Mission to Rwanda (mission to Rwanda, 
20 January – 8 February 1997), mission sponsored by Amnesty 
International. 

Member, Mission to analyse the Rwandan judicial system, United States 
Agency for International Development, Kigali, Rwanda, 7-14 February 
1998. 

Chair, Coalition for the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, Montreal, 1997-1998. 

Member, Delegation of the Government of Canada to the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights, Geneva, March-April 1998. 

Delegate, International Centre for Criminal Law Reform to the United 
Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the 
Establishment of an International Criminal Court, Rome, 15 June – 17 
July 1998. 

Lecturer, International Committee of the Red Cross, Course on 
International Humanitarian Law, Lyon (August 1998), Warsaw (July 
1999, July 2000, July 2004, July 2006), Modane (2004). 

Conception, organization, presentation etc. of a two-week course in 
human rights (in French), Pearson Peacekeeping Centre, Cornwallis 
Park, Nova Scotia, 15-30 October 1998. 

Lecturer, International Committee of the Red Cross, Advanced Seminar in 
International Humanitarian Law, Moscow, February 1999, February 
2000. 

Lecturer, Salzburg Law School on International Criminal Law, 16-27 
August 1999, 14-25 August 2000, 8-17 August 2001, 8-17 August 
2005, 23 August-10 September 2007; 4 August-14 August 2008, 7-17 
August 2009, 9-19 August 2010, 10-20 August 2011. 

Mission to Cambodia to study justice system and prospects for 
prosecution of Khmer Rouge, International Federation of Human 
Rights, 30 August -10 September 1999. 

Lecturer, United Nations Regional Fellowship Programme in International 
Law for Countries from Central Asia and the Middle East, United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), Tehran, 22-23 
November 1999. 

Expert, OSCE Mission to Kosovo, United Nations Mission in Kosovo, April 
2000. 

Lecturer, United Nations Fellowship Programme in International Law, 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), The 
Hague, 10-13 July 2000. 

Lecturer, Institute of International Public Law and International Relations 
of Thessaloniki, Twenty-ninth session, The New International Criminal 
Law, 10-14 September 2001. 

Delegate of Ireland, Open Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 
European Convention on the Recognition of Legal Personality to 
International Non-Governmental Organisations (ETS 124), Strasbourg, 
19-20 November 2001, 20-22 March 2002. 

Mission of Inquiry to Chechnya and Ingushetia, International Federation of 
Human Rights, 17-21 February 2002. 

Lecturer, Continuing Legal Education, International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda, Arusha, July 2002. 

Lecturer, Erik Castren Institute of Human Rights, University of Helsinki, 
August 2002. 

Lecturer, United Nations University, Tokyo, May 2003. 

Lecturer, University of Nottingham, Course on the International Criminal 
Court, June 2003. 

Lecturer, Specialisation Course in International Criminal Law, International 
Institute of Higher Studies in Criminal Sciences, Siracusa, Italy, 
September 2003, May 2005, May 2007, May 2009. 

Rapporteur, International Law Association Committee on the International 
Criminal Court, 2002-2010. 

Lecturer, International Committee of the Red Cross, Course on 
International Humanitarian Law, Warsaw, July 2004. 

Lecturer, Seminar for Iraqi Law Professors, International Institute of 
Higher Studies in Criminal Sciences, Siracusa, Italy, July 2004. 

Lecturer, Salzburg Law School on International Criminal Law, Sixth 
Summer Session, 8-17 August 2004. 

Lecturer, Fifth Advanced Workshop on International Human Rights Law 
for Chinese University Teachers, Law School, Shanghai Jiaotong 
University, 11-12 August 2005. 

Academic Director, Cinema and Human Rights Summer School, 
European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and 
Democratisation, Venice, 25 August-12 September 2005, 24 August-
11 September 2006, 23 August-10 September 2007. 

Lecturer, International Human Rights Academy, University of Western 
Cape, Cape Town, 23-24 October 2005. 

Judge, Central Asian Competition in International Humanitarian Law, 
Kyrgyzstan, 2-7 May 2006. 

Lecturer, Marie Curie Top Summer School, University of Leiden, The 
Hague, 5-6 July 2006. 

Lecturer, International Institute for Genocide and Human Rights (Zoryan 
Institute), Course on Genocide, Toronto, August 2006, August 2007, 
August 2008, August 2009, August 2010, August 2011. 

Lecturer, International Committee of the Red Cross, Course on 
International Humanitarian Law for University Lecturers, Geneva, 
August 2006. 

Lecturer, International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda Chambers 
Continuing Education Seminar, Colloquium on Genocide and War 
Crimes, Arusha, Tanzania, 16-17 September 2006. 

Lecturer, Judicial College, War Crimes Chamber, Courts of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Sarajevo, 18-20 September 2006. 

Consultant, ‘Black Death in Dixie’, KMF Productions, Peadar King, 
Producer, 2006. 

Lecturer, Master on International Organisations, International Criminal 
Law and Crime Prevention, United Nations Interregional Crime and 
Justice Research Institute, Turin, Italy, March 2007, April 2008. 

Editor in Chief, Oxford Reports in International Criminal Law. 
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Tutor, Master of Studies in International Human Rights Law, University of 
Oxford, July 2007, July 2008, July 2009. 

Lecturer, Seminar on International Criminal Law for Rwandan Judges, 
Kigali, 10 March 2008. 

Participant, Public Forum on ‘Restriction and Abolition of the Death 
Penalty’, Dalian Maritime University, China, 9 May 2008. 

Lecturer, St. Thomas University, Miami, January 2009. 

Member, Steering Committee, Crimes Against Humanity Initiative (2008-
2010). 

Lecturer, Programme de bourses de perfectionnement en droit 
international des Nations Unies, The Hague, July 2010. 

Alternate member for Ireland, European Union Fundamental Rights 
Agency Management Board (2010-••••). 

Consultant and participant, Framework for Genocide Prevention Seminar, 
Office of the Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Kampala, 
20-24 September 2010. 

Lecturer, Winter Course in International Law, Federal University of Minas 
Gerais, Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 11-15 July 2011. 

Series Editor, Human Rights Series, Republic of Letters Publishing. 

 
Associations,	 etc.:	 

Member, Québec Bar (1984-2005); Comité sur les droits de la personne 
(1989-1996); Editorial Board, Revue du Barreau (1992-1999). 

Société québécoise de droit international (1990-••••); General secretary 
(1992-1997); Vice-president (1990-1992); Rapporteur spécial on the 
U.N. Decade of International Law (1990-1998). 

Member, American Society of International Law (1990-•••••). 

Member, Canadian Association of Law Professors (1991-1999). 

Member, Association des professeurs de droit du Québec (1991-1999). 

Canadian Council of International Law (1991-••••); Member, Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee (1994-••••). 

Member, International Society for Penal Law (1991-••••). 

President, Steering Committee, International League for the Abolition of 
the Death Penalty By the Year 2000 ‘Hands Off Cain’ (1993-2003). 

Member, International Society for the Reform of Criminal Law (1993-••••). 

Member, Société française pour le droit international (1993-••••). 

Member, International Commission of Jurists (1995-••••). 

Member, International Law Association (1999-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, Centre for Studies in Capital Punishment, 
London, (1993-••••). 

Member, International Advisory Board, Fondation Marangopoulos pour les 
droits de l'homme, Athens (1995-••••). 

Member, Board of Directors, Canadian Human Rights Foundation (1995-
1997); Honorary President (1997-1999); Member, Honorary Board 
(1999-2006). 

Member, Sous-commission des études avancées et de la recherche, 
Université du Québec à Montréal (1995-1997). 

Member, Board of Directors, Canadian Lawyers Association for 
International Human Rights (1995-1998). 

Chair, Quebec Council of Law Deans (1996-1998). 

Member, Editorial Board, Canadian Criminal Law Review/Revue 
canadienne de droit pénal (1996-••••). 

Editor-in-chief, Criminal Law Forum (1998-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, Leo Kuper Foundation, London (1998-••••). 

Member, Editorial Board, Revue universelle des droits de l’homme (1999-
••••). 

Member, Editorial Board, Human Rights Law Journal (1999-••••). 

Member, Advisory Committee, Centre for International Human Rights, 
Northwestern University School of Law (1999--••••). 

Member, Advisory Committee on Human Rights, Irish Department of 
Foreign Affairs (2000-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, Interamicus, Montreal (2000-••••). 

Member, Board of Editors, International Criminal Law Review (2000-•••••). 

Member, Board of Advisors, New England Centre for International Law & 
Policy, New England School of Law, Boston (2000-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, Institute for Human Rights, Abo Akademi 
University, Turku/Abo, Finland (2002-••••). 

Board of Directors, International Institute of Human Rights, Strasbourg 
(member, 2000-••••; treasurer, 2002-2004). 

Member, Advisory Board, Death Penalty Project (2002-••••). 

Bertha Wilson Distinguished Professor in Human Rights, Dalhousie Law 
School, Halifax (2002). 

Member, Advisory Board, Europäisches Trainings- und 
Forschungszentrum für Menschenrechte und Demokratie, University of 
Graz (2004-••••). 

Vice Chair, Association of Human Rights Institutes (2004-2006). 

Member, Advisory Board, International Association of Genocide Scholars 
(2005-••••). 

Academic Advisor, Hibernian Law Journal (2004-••••). 

Member, Editorial Board, Human Rights and International Legal Discourse 
(2005-••••). 

Member, Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Technical 
Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights (2006-2008, 2009-2011). 

Member, Honorary Board, Equitas, International Centre for Human Rights 
Education (2006-2009). 

Member, Editorial Board, Revista Iberoamericana de Derechos Humanos 
(2005-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, International Studies Journal (2005-••••). 
Member, Board of Advisors, International, Transnational & Comparative 

Criminal Law Journal (2006-••••). 

Member, Advisory Group, Transnational and Non-State Armed Groups 
Project, Programme on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research, 
Harvard University (2006-••••). 

Member, Board of Advisors, CCJO René Cassin (2007-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, Center for the Study of Genocide and Human 
Rights, Rutgers University, Newark (2007-••••). 

Member, Committee on Social Sciences, Royal Irish Academy (2008-
2012). 

Member, Board of Directors, Ireland Canada University Foundation (2009-
••••). 

President, International Law Association, Irish Branch (2008-••••). 

Member, Editorial Board, African Yearbook on International Humanitarian 
Law (2009-••••). 

President, International Association of Genocide Scholars (2009-2011). 

Member, Series Advisory Board, Forum for International Criminal and 
Humanitarian Law (2009-••••). 

Advisor, International Centre for Death Penalty Research, Beijing Normal 
University (2009-2014). 

Member, Advisory Board, Israel Law Review (2009-••••). 

Member, Board of Trustees, Egyptian Centre for Human Rights Education 
(2009-••••). 

Chair, Scientific Advisory Board, International Academic Network Against 
the Death Penalty and for a Universal Moratorium on Capital 
Punishment (2009-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, International Centre for Drug Policy and Human 
Rights (2009-••••). 

Member, Editorial Board, Nordic Journal of Human Rights (2010-••••). 

Chair, Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation 
in the Field of Human Rights (2010-2011). 

Member, Interdisciplinary Adjudication Committee, Canada Research 
Chairs (2011-2014). 

Member, International Advisory Committee, Irish Research Council for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences (2010-2011). 

Member, Advisory Board, Journal of International Criminal Law (2011-
••••). 
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Member, Advisory Board, Centre for International Law and Justice, 
University of Copenhagen (2012-••••). 

Member, Advisory Board, Istanbul Journal of Human Rights Law (2012-
••••). 

Member, Editorial Board, Criminal Justice (American Bar Association) 
(2012-••••). 

 

Research	 grants,	 etc.:	 

Association des universités partiellement ou entièrement de langue 
française (AUPELF-UREF), ‘Droit international électoral’, 1993-1996 – 
$Cdn 35,000. 

United States Agency for International Development, Law teaching at the 
Rwandan National University, 1996-1998 – $Cdn 1,000,000. 

United States Agency for International Development, Introductory book on 
Rwandan law, 1996-1997 – $Cdn 54,000. 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, ‘The Law of 
Genocide’, 1997-1999 – $Cdn 33,000. 

Association des universités partiellement ou entièrement de langue 
française (AUPELF-UREF), ‘Droit international électoral’, 1997-2000 – 
$Cdn 35,000. 

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of Canada, ‘Library 
for International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda’, 1998, $Cdn 60,000. 

United States Agency for International Development, Law teaching at the 
Rwandan National University, 1999-2000 – $Cdn 400,000 

European Commission, EU-China network on international human rights 
covenants, 2001-2003 – €1.4 million. 

United States Institute of Peace, Applicable law, 2001-2002 – $US 
45,000. 

United States Institute of Peace, Applicable law, 2002-2003 – $US 
100,000.  

United States Institute of Peace, Applicable law, 2003-2005 – $US 
92,000.  

European Commission, EU-China network on international human rights 
covenants, 2004, €0.8 million. 

Equality Authority, Ireland, Reasonable accommodation research project, 
2004, €41,000. 

Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences, History of 
international human rights in Ireland, 2005-2008 - €60,000. 

Irish Development Corporation, Bilateral network with Chinese 
universities, 2005-2006, €80,000. 

Irish Aid, Human Rights in Burma, 2008-2009, €88,000. 

European Commission, EU-China network on international human rights, 
2009-2011, €1.5 million. 

 
External	 examinerships:	 
University of London, LLM programme (2003-•2005). 

Trinity College Dublin, LLM programme (2003-2006). 

University of Oxford, MSt. in international human rights law (2004-•2007). 

Examiner of doctoral theses at: University of Cambridge, University of 
Oxford, Queen’s University Belfast, Warwick University, University of 
Notre Dame, Université de Montréal, University of Essex, University of 
Southern Lancashire, Pretoria University, Université de Paris Ouest, 
Nanterre-La Défense, Université de Paris II (Panthéon Assas), 
Université de Paris I (Panthéon Sorbonne), University of Utrecht, 
Université de Montpellier I, University of Antwerp, Université de 
Montréal, Catholic University of Leuven, University of Lund, Australian 
National University; University of Copenhagen, European University 
Institute, University of Nottingham, University College Cork, Leeds 
University, University of Aberdeen, University of Melbourne, Université 
de Genève, Bournemouth University, University of Keele, University of 
Sydney, University of Birmingham, Birmingham City University, McGill 
University, Brunel University, University of Amsterdam, Leiden 
University, University of Witswatersrand, Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies (Geneva), Stockholm 
University; Swansea University. 

 

Prizes,	 awards,	 scholarships,	 
honours:	 

Reuben Wells Leonard University Admission Scholarship, University of 
Toronto, 1968 

Ontario University Admission Scholarship, University of Toronto, 1968 

Ontario Graduate Fellowship, University of Toronto, 1972 

Kenneth R. Wilson award for best editorial, 1978, 1979 (Canadian 
Business Press Editors Association). 

Fondation du Barreau du Québec, Prize for best monograph, 1995. 

Bora Laskin National Fellowship in Human Rights Research, Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, 1998. 

Service medal, International Society for the Reform of Criminal Law, 2000. 

Officer of the Order of Canada (appointed 29 June 2005, inducted 17 
February 2006). 

Member of the Royal Irish Academy (elected 16 March 2007). 

Certificate of Merit for a book in a specialised area of international law, 
American Society of International Law, 2007. 

Doctor of laws (LLD) honoris causa, Dalhousie University, Halifax, 
Canada, 25 May 2007. 

Doctor of laws (LLD) honoris causa, Case Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, 17 May 2009. 

Vespasian V. Pella Medal for International Criminal Justice, Association 
internationale de droit pénal, 24 May 2010. 

Book of the Year Award for Scholarly Contribution to the Field, 
International Association of Penal Law American National Section, 10 
September 2010. 

Doctor of laws (LLD) honoris causa, Northwestern University, Chicago, 17 
June 2011. 

Gold Medal in the Social Sciences, Royal Irish Academy, 16 December 
2011. 

Doctor of laws (LLD) honoris causa, University of Copenhagen, 16 
November 2012. 

 
Community	 and	 public	 service	 
activities:	 

Association culturelle helléno-québécoise, Montréal (Chair of board of 
directors, 1981-1982). 

Vanier College, Montréal (Chair of board of directors, 1987-1990; Member 
of board of directors, 1984-1991). 

CLSC Côte des Neiges, Montréal (Chair of board of directors, 1985-1998; 
Member of board of directors, 1983-1999). 

Foundation of CLSC Côte des Neiges, Montréal (Chair of board of 
directors, 1992-1999). 

Jewish General Hospital, Montréal (Member of board of directors, 1987-
1992). 

Town of Outremont (Quebec), Intercultural Relations Committee (Member, 
1989-1991). 

Montreal Holocaust Memorial Centre (member of board of governors, 
(1997-1999). 

 

Other	 activities,	 hobbies:	 

Hiking, Gardening, Stamp Collecting, ‘cello. 

Long distance running (Marathon of Montréal, 1980-1986). 

Swimming (First place, Stony Lake Memorial 1-Mile Swim, grandfather 
category, 5 August 2007; 3 August 2008) 
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Citation	 accompanying	 Order	 of	 Canada	 (17	 February	 2006): A law 
professor and committed activist, William Schabas is one of the foremost international authorities on genocide 
and on the death penalty. A member of several human rights organizations around the world, including the 
International Institute for Criminal Investigation, he played a pivotal role in the creation of the International 

Criminal Court in 1998. Now director of the Irish Centre for Human Rights, he serves as an example of Canada's 
contributions to international affairs and enhances our nation's reputation as a peacemaker.  
 

 


