PROFIL DU CANDIDAT: Jair Messias Bolsonaro

"Nous avons le privilege de ne pas avoir a tromper le peuple sur ce que sont nos
valeurs en cette période: nous sommes en faveur de la famille, du libre marché et
du droit a l'autodéfense. Nous sommes contre la drogue et le trafic de drogue, le
contréle des médias et d'Internet, l'idéologie du genre et I'avortement.” (Traduction
du tweet de Jair Bolsonaro du 16/08/2022).

Aurélie Villaespesa
Alice Dobal Jordan

Le candidat sortant, Jair Bolsonaro, a construit sa carriere politique sur la mise en avant
des familles de militaires et la défense de leurs allocations, devenant ainsi le représentant d'une
position politique conservatrice renforcée par son discours sur la "famille traditionnelle
brésilienne" et ses fréquentes allusions a la religion, a la patrie, et a la hiérarchie ("Le Brésil au-
dessus de tout, Dieu au-dessus de tous"). Malgré I'histoire de Bolsonaro en tant que député avant
sa présidence, il a passé la quasi-totalité de cette derniére sans affiliation a un parti politique, ayant
quitté le PSL (Parti Social Libéral) en 2019.1 L'actuel président a rejoint le Parti Libéral en novembre
dernier, un choix conforme a ses récentes alliances au sein de la Chambre des Députés, puisque
le parti fait partie du "Grand Centre", un banc de centre-droit a la Chambre des Députés
brésilienne avec lequel le président a coopéré auparavant.

Les positions profondément conservatrices de Bolsonaro sur le plan social lui ont permis
de rallier le soutien de la population chrétienne évangélique, et sa fermeté a I'égard de la
criminalité I'a rendu populaire auprés des brésiliens préoccupés par les niveaux élevés de
violence.? Bolsonaro a également gagné le soutien des secteurs d'activité tirant profit de
I'exploitation des ressources naturelles grace a son discours s'opposant aux réserves de terres
indigénes et |'affaiblissement délibéré des organes chargés de la préservation et du controle de
I'environnement pendant sa présidence.?

Il est prévu que l'approche du président pour cette élection soit similaire a sa campagne
de 2018 concernant les valeurs traditionnelles prisées par les électeurs conservateurs. Sa position
stricte concernant la corruption, qui a été déterminante pour lui faire gagner les élections de 2018
en raison du scandale Petrobras a I'époque, ne jouera pas un rdle aussi important en raison d'un
contexte politique différent, ainsi que des enquétes en cours liant le président et ses fils a des
milices, a la diffusion de fake news, a des exactions envers la police fédérale et a des initiatives
anti-démocratiques.

Son programme de gouvernement est axé sur la liberté et la démocratie, la premiere
désignant I'absence d’interférences gouvernementales pour justifier sa position contre le controle
des armes a feu et les politiques pro-vie (présentées comme une défense du droit fondamental
du foetus a la vie, garanti a tous les citoyens).* Les fréquentes allusions a la démocratie portent
sur les droits fondamentaux tels que la liberté d'expression et la liberté de religion, qui sont
primordiaux dans un systeme politique démocratique. Son soutien au secteur agro-industriel ainsi
que la réduction des impots sont des points clés de ses objectifs économiques, ainsi que l'aide aux
pauvres tout en évitant la dépendance aux prestations et services de I'Etat. La rhétorique bien
établie de Bolsonaro sur la famille en tant gu'institution sociale primordiale de la société



brésilienne et son besoin d'étre protégée transparait dans son programme et devrait rester un
pilier de sa campagne.

Compte tenu de sa position de président sortant, Jair Bolsonaro sera jugé sur les mesures
prises ou non prises au cours de ses quatre dernieres années de mandat. Les trois principales
controverses auxquelles il sera confronté sont sa gestion de la crise du Covid-19, sa gestion de la
crise environnementale en cours en Amazonie ainsi que sa gestion de la situation économique du
pays.

La fagon dont la réponse a la pandémie au Brésil a été orchestrée par Jair Bolsonaro a été
désapprouvée par l'ensemble du spectre politique en raison de sa nature négationniste. Ses
opposants n'hésitent pas a le qualifier de "génocidaire"> aprés qu'il ait minimisé les effets du virus,
préconisé des traitements non approuvés et rendu difficile I'achat de vaccins, contre I'avis des
gouverneurs, et limogé deux ministres de la santé car il était en désaccord avec les mesures de
distanciation sociale.® Conjuguée a la détérioration de la qualité de vie d'une grande partie de la
population brésilienne due a des niveaux élevés de chémage et a une inflation croissante, cette
crise de confiance résultant de la pandémie affaiblit les chances du candidat d'élargir sa base
électorale au-dela des 30 % actuels. La perte de crédibilité du Brésil dans le domaine de la
préservation de lI'environnement, d( a ['affaiblissement institutionnel promu par le
gouvernement, rend également la tache difficile, sans compter qu'elle a terni l'image du pays au
niveau international.

Avant de se lancer dans une carriere politique en 1988, Jair Bolsonaro était militaire de
profession, notamment comme capitaine de I'armée brésilienne dans la ville de Nioaque, dans
I'Etat du Mato Grosso do Sul, entre 1979 et 1981. Il a obtenu son premier mandat politique entre
1989 et 1991 en tant que conseiller municipal a Rio de Janeiro pour le parti démocrate-chrétien.
Il a ensuite effectué sept mandats consécutifs en tant que député fédéral de Rio de Janeiro entre
1991 et 2019, en alternant entre différents partis.” En 2018, il a été élu président de la République
avec 55% des votes valides devant le petista Fernando Haddad, constituant le premier militaire a
accéder a ce poste par le vote depuis 1945.2

Tout au long de sa carriere de député, il a été a l'origine de plusieurs controverses
impliquant des attaques contre les droits LGBTQI+, les droits des femmes et la défense de la
dictature militaire brésilienne. Il a acquis une réputation de conservateur et de populiste aupres
de l'opinion publique brésilienne, et a été qualifié par ses détracteurs de misogyne, d‘homophobe
et de raciste.? Marginalisé politiquement a I'époque, il a réussi a faire passer peu de lois malgré
son long mandat a la Chambre des députés. Ses quatre années de mandat présidentiel ont été
avant tout fondées sur les convictions exposées ci-dessus. |l convient de noter la militarisation de
I'administration de I'Etat,’® d'un certain assouplissement de la détention d'armes a feu, de la
réforme des retraites, d'une réduction de 30 % du budget discrétionnaire des universités
publiques! et du récent remplacement du programme Bolsa Familia par le Programme Auxilio
Brasil, considéré comme une tentative de gagner en popularité a I'approche de la campagne
présidentielle de 2022.12
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PERFIL DO CANDIDATO: Jair Messias Bolsonaro

"Temos o privilégio de ndo precisar enganar o povo sobre quais sdo nossos valores
neste periodo: somos a favor da familia, do livre mercado e do direito a legitima
defesa. Somos contra as drogas e o narcotrdfico, o controle da midia e internet, a
ideologia de género e o aborto” (Tweet de Jair Bolsonaro do 16/08/2022).

O candidato em exercicio, Jair Bolsonaro, construiu sua carreira politica associado a
representacdo das familias militares e defendendo seus beneficios, representando uma postura
politica conservadora enfatizada por seu discurso sobre a "familia tradicional brasileira" e
frequentes alusdes a religido, a patria e a hierarquia ("Brasil acima de tudo, Deus acima de todos").
Apesar de seu histérico como deputado antes da presidéncia, Bolsonaro passou a maior parte
desta Ultima sem filiacdo a um partido politico, tendo deixado o PSL (Partido Social Liberal) em
2019.1 O atual presidente ingressou no Partido Liberal em novembro passado, uma noticia
coerente com suas recentes aliancas na Camara dos Deputados, pois o partido faz parte do
"Centrao", uma bancada de centro-direita na Cdmara com o qual o presidente cooperou no
passado.
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A postura profundamente conservadora de Bolsonaro sobre questdes sociais permitiu-lhe
conguistar o apoio da populacdo evangélica, e sua posicdo firme contra a criminalidade tornou-o
popular entre os brasileiros preocupados com os altos niveis de violéncia no pais.? Bolsonaro
também ganhou o apoio de setores empresariais que lucram com a exploracdo de recursos
naturais através de seu discurso contra as reservas indigenas e o deliberado enfraguecimento dos
drgdos que cuidam da preservacao e controle do meio ambiente.?

Espera-se que a abordagem do presidente nesta eleicdo seja semelhante a sua campanha de
2018 em relacdo aos valores tradicionais favorecidos pelos eleitores conservadores. Sua posicao
dura sobre a corrupgao, fundamental para ganhar as eleicdes de 2018 devido ao escandalo da
Petrobras na época, ndo tomara um lugar tdo importante devido a um contexto politico alterado,
assim como as investigaces em andamento ligando o presidente e seus filhos as milicias, a
divulgacdo de fake news, a intervencdo na Policia Federal e a iniciativas antidemocraticas.

Seu plano de governo concentra-se na liberdade e na democracia, o primeiro, no entanto,
denominando liberdade a interferéncia governamental para justificar sua posicdo a favor do porte
de armas e politicas pro-vida (apresentadas como em defesa do direito fundamental do feto a
vida, garantido a todos os cidaddos).* As frequentes mencées a democracia referem-se a direitos
fundamentais como liberdade de expressdo e liberdade religiosa, primordiais em um sistema
politico democratico. Seu apoio ao setor de agronegdcios, bem como a reducdo de impostos, sdao
pontos chave de seus objetivos econdmicos, bem como ajudar os pobres, porém ressaltando que
vai evitar a dependéncia em beneficios e servigos estatais. A retérica bem estabelecida de
Bolsonaro sobre a familia como a instituicdo social primordial na sociedade brasileira e a
necessidade de protegé-la destaca-se em seu programa e deverd continuar a ser uma parte
fundamental de sua campanha.

Dada sua posicdo como presidente em exercicio, Jair Bolsonaro terd que lidar com os
julgamentos sobre as politicas adotadas e medidas ndo tomadas nos seus Ultimos quatro anos de
governo. Trés grandes controvérsias que ele enfrentard sao sua gestao da crise do Covid-19, sua
gestdo da crise ambiental em vigor na Amazonia assim como sua gestao da situacdo econdmica
do pais.

As medidas tomadas por Jair Bolsonaro durante a pandemia tém sido desaprovadas em todo
0 espectro politico devido a seu cardter negacionista. Seus adversarios ndo hesitam em chama-lo
de "genocida"> depois que ele minimizou os efeitos do virus, defendeu tratamentos ndo
comprovados e dificultou a compra de vacinas, contra a opinido de governadores, além de demitir
dois ministros da satde por discordarem das medidas de distanciamento social.® Juntamente com
a deterioracdo da qualidade de vida de grande parte da populacdo brasileira devido aos altos niveis
de desemprego e aumento da inflacdo, esta crise de confiancga resultante da pandemia enfraquece
as chances do candidato de ampliar sua base eleitoral muito além dos atuais 30%. A perda de
credibilidade do Brasil no campo da preservacdo ambiental, devido ao enfraquecimento
institucional promovido pelo governo, também torna a tarefa dificil, sem contar que manchou a
imagem do pais internacionalmente.

Antes de iniciar uma carreira politica em 1988, Jair Bolsonaro era militar de profissao,
notadamente como capitdo do exército brasileiro na cidade de Nioaque, no estado de Mato
Grosso do Sul, entre 1979 e 1981. Seu primeiro mandato politico ocorreu entre 1989 e 1991 como
Vereador do Rio de Janeiro pelo Partido Democrata Cristdo. Em seguida, ele cumpriu sete
mandatos consecutivos como Deputado Federal do Rio de Janeiro entre 1991 e 2019, alternando



entre diferentes partidos.” Em 2018, ele foi eleito presidente da Republica com 55% dos votos
validos frente ao petista Fernando Haddad, constituindo o primeiro militar que chegou ao posto
pelo voto desde 1945.8

Ao longo de sua carreira como deputado, ele tem sido a fonte de diversas polémicas
envolvendo ataques aos direitos LGBTQI+, aos direitos das mulheres, e a defesa a ditadura militar
brasileira. Ele ganhou reputacdo de conservador e populista por parte da opinido publica
brasileira, e foi marcado por criticos como misdgino, homofdbico e racista.® Politicamente
marginalizado na época, ele conseguiu fazer passar pouca quantidade de legislacdo apesar de sua
longa permanéncia na Camara dos Deputados. Seus quatro anos de governo foram
fundamentalmente baseados nas convicgdes expostas precedentemente. Podem ser destacadas
a militarizagdo da administracdo estatal,'® uma certa flexibilizacdo do porte de armas, a reforma
da previdéncia, o corte de 30% no orcamento discricionario das universidades publicas!! e a
recente substituicdo do Programa Bolsa Familia pelo Programa Auxilio Brasil, visto como uma
tentativa de ganhar em popularidade no periodo que antecedeu a campanha presidencial de
202212
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"We have the privilege of not having to fool the people about what our values are
at this time: we are pro-family, pro-free market, and pro-self-defense. We are
against drugs and drug trafficking, media and internet control, gender ideology and
abortion." (Translation of Jair Bolsonaro's tweet from 16/08/2022).

The incumbent candidate, Jair Bolsonaro, built his political career on the representation of
military families and advocating for their benefits, growing to represent a conservative political
stance emphasized by his discourse on the “traditional Brazilian family” and frequent allusions to
religion, the ‘homeland’, and hierarchy (“Brazil above everything, God above everyone”). Despite
Bolsonaro’s history as a representative prior to his presidency, he spent most of the latter without
affiliation to a political party, having left the PSL (Social Liberal Party) in 2019.! The current
president joined the Liberal Party this past November, a move in line with his recent alliances in
the Chamber of Deputies as the party is part of the “Big Center”, a center-right bench in Brazilian
Congress with whom the president has cooperated in the past.

Bolsonaro’s advocacy of deeply conservative positions on social issues allowed him to win the
support of the Evangelical Christian population, and his tough-on-crime stance made him popular
among Brazilians concerned over high levels of violence.? Bolsonaro also won the support of
business sectors profiting from natural-resource exploitation through his discourse opposing
reservations of indigenous land and the deliberate weakening of environmental agencies during
his presidency.?

It is expected that the president’s approach in this election will be similar to his 2018
campaign regarding the traditional values favored by conservative voters. His hard stance on
corruption, instrumental in winning him the 2018 elections due to the Petrobras scandal at the
time, will not play as big a role due to a changed political context, as well as ongoing investigations
linking the president and his sons to militias, the spread of fake news, interventions in the Federal
Police, and anti-democratic initiatives.

His government program focuses on freedom and democracy, the former denominating
freedom from government interference to justify his stance against gun control and pro-life
policies (presented as defending the fetus’s fundamental right to life, guaranteed to all citizens).*
The frequent mentions to democracy refer to fundamental rights such as freedom of speech and
freedom of religion, paramount in a democratic political system. His support of the agrobusiness
sector as well as lowering taxes are key points of his economic goals, as well as helping the poor
while avoiding dependency on state benefits and services. Bolsonaro’s well-established rhetoric
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on the family as the primordial social institution in Brazilian society and its need to be protected
shines through in his program and is expected to remain a cornerstone of his campaign.

Given his position as acting president, Jair Bolsonaro will have to deal with judgments
about the measures taken or not taken during his last four years in office. Three major
controversies he will face are his management of the Covid-19 crisis, his management of the
ongoing environmental crisis in the Amazon as well as his management of the country's economic
situation.

The way the response to the pandemic in Brazil has been orchestrated by Jair Bolsonaro
has been frowned upon across the political spectrum due to its denialist nature. His opponents do
not hesitate to call him "genocidal"® after he downplayed the effects of the virus, advocated
unproven treatments and made it difficult to buy vaccines, against the opinion of governors, and
fired two health ministers for disagreeing with social distancing measures.® Together with the
deterioration in the quality of life of a large part of the Brazilian population due to high levels of
unemployment and rising inflation, this crisis of confidence resulting from the pandemic weakens
the candidate's chances of expanding his electoral base significantly beyond the current 30%.
Brazil's loss of credibility in the field of environmental preservation, due to the institutional
weakening promoted by the government, also makes the task difficult, not to mention that it has
tarnished the country's image internationally.

Before starting a political career in 1988, Jair Bolsonaro was a military man by profession,
notably as a captain in the Brazilian Army in the city of Nioaque, in the state of Mato Grosso do
Sul, between 1979 and 1981. His first political mandate occurred between 1989 and 1991 as a City
Councilmanin Rio de Janeiro for the Christian Democratic Party. He then served seven consecutive
terms as Federal Deputy for Rio de Janeiro between 1991 and 2019, alternating between different
parties’. In 2018, he was elected President of the Republic with 55% of the valid votes ahead of
the petista Fernando Haddad, constituting the first military man to reach the post by vote since
19458,

Throughout his career as a Federal Deputy, he has been the source of several controversies
involving attacks on LGBTQI+ rights, women's rights, and defense of the Brazilian military
dictatorship. He earned a reputation as conservative and populist among Brazilian public opinion,
and was branded by critics as misogynistic, homophobic, and racist®. Politically marginalized at the
time, he managed to push through little legislation despite his long tenure in the Chamber of
Deputies. His four years in office as President were fundamentally based on the convictions set
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forth above. Noteworthy are the militarization of the state administration'®, a certain easing of
gun ownership, social security reform, a 30% cut in the discretionary budget of public
universities!!, and the recent replacement of the Bolsa Familia Program by the Auxilio Brasil
Program, seen as an attempt to gain popularity in the run-up to the 2022 presidential campaign®2.
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