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CHILDREN EARLY SKILL DEVELOPMENT

This thesis investigates the link between parental employment instability and children early
skills development. Occupational instability is articulated in employment status, type of
contract and job sector, while developmental outcomes include language skills, psychological
adjustment as well as motor skills. Using ELFE data, | will focus on the developmental gaps for
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Research Questions

1. Does occupational instability affect early skill
development in Continental Europe? The
French case.

Analytical Strategy

2. How does occupational instability affect early 1. Controlling for a rich set of observed variables:
skill development? An exploration of the analysis of the patterns of the association and its
mechanisms. heterogeneity.

3. How does welfare mediate or compensate for
the impact of economic instability? Comparing 2. Controlling for unobserved variables: fixed effect
the role of family support iIn France and models.

Germany

Theoretical Framework

| will mainly refer to the following models:

Family Investment Model

The forecast of Material Investment

low purchasing =——————————p (BOOks, educational toys, —_______ Farly skills
power cultural and pedagogical

activities)

Family Stress Model | |
Distress, depression,

Occupational anxiety, conflict, —__ parental ———ou Psychological adjustment

Instability harshness, care Cognitive ability
Inconsistency

Moreover, Layte (2017) suggests taking into account the interaction of both models.

Furthermore, the instability in the job schedule of the parents can hamper the access to formal childcare (Carrillo et
al. 2017), which is associated to better outcomes in early skills development.
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