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Changes in the labour market, in the social structure and welfare retrenchment all contributed to the rise of new social
risks (NSR), exacerbating the difficulties of work-family reconciliation. At the same time, this political economy context
contributed to foster an increasing dualism between labour market insiders and outsiders. The aim of my research is to
better understand the evolution of both labour market insiders’ and outsiders’ informal caregiving patterns. The
research is structured in three steps. First, using a holistic set of macro-level indicators, it maps the evolution of labour
market protection and labour force composition of both insiders and outsiders in 21 OECD countries in 1990 and 2015.
Second, it maps the evolution of family and long-term care policies over the same time-period. Third, using the
European Union Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC), it studies at the micro-level the effects of labour
market outsiderness and welfare benefits provision on the amount of informal care individuals carry out in four welfare
regimes (Social Democratic, Christian Democratic, Mediterranean and Liberal).
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I operationalize labour market outsiderness employing individual and
household-level information on socio-demographic characteristics, labour
market status, social class (see Oesch, 2006), income, receipt of welfare
benefits and childcare usage contained in EU-SILC

possible to analyse individual informal care patterns
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social class, etc.);

(3) the individual and household-level information on
income;

(4) welfare benefits eventually received (such as vouchers
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care in each country).

The micro-level analysis includes sixteen European countries divided into four categories depending on welfare regime belonging (EspingAndersen, 1990) and the prevalence of formal/informal care: (1) Finland, Denmark, Norway and Sweden that belong to the Social
Democratic welfare regime and adopt strong formal care systems; (2) Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands and Switzerland,
that belong to the Christian-Democratic welfare regime and adopt both family and formal care; (3) Greece, Italy, Portugal and Spain that
belong to Mediterranean welfare regimes and have mixed models of care; and (4) Ireland and the United Kingdom which are characterized
by a liberal welfare state, where the share of the population involved in informal care is one of the highest among OECD countries.
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