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The research group is interested in the mechanisms of formation and reproduction of inequalities in the
school system, as well as in the effectiveness of public policy schemes aimed at reducing these inequalities.
This research adopts an interdisciplinary perspective (sociology, economics and psychology) and combines
quantitative, experimental and qualitative methods around the same research object.
The research group is structured around three main research subjects: 1) Learning and socio-behavioural
skills. The research in this field analyses social inequalities in the learning process through the prism of socio-
behavioural skills (e.g. socio-emotional skills such as self-esteem and student motivation, metacognitive
skills).The aim is to study the impact of educational policies and devices aimed at developing these skills in
order to promote learning and reduce social inequalities. 2) Orientation and social mobility in educational
pathways. The orientation pathways in secondary and higher education are examined from the point of view
of the relationship between aspirations, perceptions of opportunities and investment in schooling on the part of
parents and children; the link between social justice and the process of assigning teachers and students to
schools; and finally, the public policy instruments for social openness in higher education. 3) Social diversity
and peer effects. By studying spatial, residential and school segregation in greater depth, the research group
seeks not only to account for possible peer and school effects but also to assess the impact of desegregation
and urban renewal policies.
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Within the theme of 'educational policies', a wide range of topics are
adressed in the regular seminar of the research group related to both
economics and sociology.

Some examples of the subjects discussed:

• The development of social skills: the role of school
• Co-education policies: a response to school segregation?
• Violence and harassment at school
• School segregation and inequalities: new approaches
• Metacognitive skills and educational inequalities

• Urban policy, school success and crime
Nina Guyon

• Social segregation and academic success: 
study of the effects of the closure and 
opening of secondary schools located near
disadvantaged areas
Nina Guyon

• Promoting motivation and academic success
by adopting teaching practices that develop
social and behavioural skills
(MOTIVACTION)
Élise Huillery

• Research on Sciences Po reform of 
admissions
Marco Oberti

• Regional orientation policies, a vector of 
socialisation to the market rules for young
people? (ORIREG) 
Agnès van Zanten and Clément Pin

• Family background, parental instructional
strategies and children's self-regulated
learning: a longitudinal, experimental study
(123 CP)
Carlo Barone and Grégoire Borst

• Qualitative and quantitative monitoring of the 
Sciences Po First Campus scheme
Agnès van Zanten, Denis Fougère,
Marta Dos Santos

• « OASIS » school yards
Carlo Barone
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An interdisciplinary seminar
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Research seminars in 2021-2022Affiliated members:
Ongoing research projects

10/05/2022 :  « Boarding school attendance in French public high 
schools. What impact on academic success? » with Olivier Monso (OSC) 

18/02/2022 : « Assessment and perspectives of social inclusion schemes
at Sciences Po » with Agnès van Zanten (OSC, LIEPP) and Marco Oberti
(OSC, LIEPP)

28/09/2021 : « What effects does merit-based aid have on the trajectories
of its beneficiaries in higher education? » with Gustave Kenedi (Sciences 
Po Department of Economics)

04/05/2021 : « The impact of digital tools on student learning. Evaluation 
of the 2015 digital plan » with Clémence Lobut (DEPP)

16/03/2021 : « Which democratization for the French « grandes écoles » 
since the mid-2000s? » with Cécile Bonneau (PSE, ENS-PSL) and Georgia 
Thebault (PSE, EHESS)


