
FRA’s 3rd SURVEY ON JEWISH PEOPLE 2023

Presentation of results



How the survey was carried out?

• Self-identified Jewish people – based on religion, culture, upbringing, 
ethnicity, parentage or any other reasons

• Aged 16 or over 

• 13 EU MS

• Achieved sample: 7,992

• Data collection: open online survey

• Fieldwork: January – June 2023 – pre-dates the Hamas attacks and the war 
that ensued in Gaza on 7 October 2023

• Main channels reaching out to potential respondents – community 
organisations, personal referrals, social media advertisements, newspaper 
advertisements 

• Weighting: random iterative method weight, non-response weight, country 
weight

Country Sample size

AT 363

BE 688

CZ 471

DE 891

DK 631

ES 372

FR 890

HU 1338

IT 472

NL 561

PL 305

RO 325

SE 648



PERCEPTIONS





Antisemitism – online or offline

• 96% encountered at least one (out of 12) form of antisemitism in the 12 months before the survey 

• Encountering any manifestations of antisemitism ranged from 89% to 99% across survey countries

• There was not much difference across Jewish identities

• Respondents rarely encountered only one form of antisemitism

• Two thirds of respondents encountered antisemitism ‘all the time’, 21% encountered it ‘6 or more 
times’, 15% encountered it less frequently

• Antisemitism offline most often tends to be during interactions with other people, in public spaces or 
in the media other than the internet. 



ONLINE ANTISEMITISM



Antisemitism online

• 90% encountered antisemitism online

• 61% who encountered antisemitism online reported that this happens ‘all the time’

• There is a large overlap between online and offline antisemitism

• Online antisemitism is encountered across all main social media platforms, online 
media outlets, internet forums, etc.  

• Predominant format is written text



Impact of online antisemitism

9%

10%

12%

13%

15%

16%

23%

24%

24%

57%

Negatively impacted my physical well-being

Affected in another way

More active online to counter such incidents

Did not have any effect on me

Negatively impacted my mental health

Reduced my use of a certain platform, website or service

Limited my participation in online discussions

Worrying about physical safety

Avoided posting content online that would identity me as Jewish

Made me angry



SAFETY AND SECURITY



Worries about be insulted, harassed or attacked

53%

44%

60%

53%

(Very) worried about
harassment for

themselves

(Very) worried about
physical attacks for

themselves

(Very) worried about
harassment for
family/friends

(Very) worried about
physical attacks for

family/friends



Avoidance strategies

76%

48%

Avoiding wearing symbols
at least occasionally

Not wearing symbols
because of safety concerns

34%
40%

Avoidance of Jewish events at
least occasionally because of not

feeling safe as a Jew

Avoidance of certain places in
neighbourhood at least

occasionally because of not
feeling safe as a Jew





Influence of events in the Middle East on Jewish life in the EU

35%

27%

24%

14%

Arab–Israeli conflict’s impact on feeling of safety

A great deal A fair amount A little Not at all

14%

25%

36%

25%

Feeling blamed for the Israeli government’s actions

All the time Frequently Occasionally Never





EXPERIENCES OF 
HARASSMENT & VIOLENCE





Experiences of antisemitic harassment & violence
• 37% experienced online or offline antisemitic harassment targeting them personally.

• Almost all respondents who experienced antisemitic harassment experienced multiple instances.

• Antisemitic harassment and violence 

- mostly takes place in public, such as on streets or in parks or shops. 

- Incidents are rarely in private settings.

- Revealing their Jewish identity puts respondents at greater risk.

5% of respondents experienced one or more antisemitic physical attacks in the 5 years prior to the survey. 
4% of respondents experienced antisemitic violence in the 12 months prior to the survey. 





DISCRIMINATION



Discrimination 

• 20% felt discriminated because of being Jewish in 
their daily life

• Discrimination was most common in educational 
settings (17%), while looking for work (14%) or 
while at work (14%)

• Around 4 out of 10 respondents are ‘rarely’ or 
‘never’ open about being Jewish at work or school

• 33% and 41% frequently hide their Jewish identity 
at work and school

Respondents who felt discriminated against because of 
being Jewish or because of their religious beliefs in the 
past 12 months, by MS (%)



CONSTRAINTS ON JEWISH LIFE



Limitation to Jewish traditions

30%
35%

Heard about prohibition of
circumcision (brit mila)

Heard about prohibition of
traditional slaughter (shechita)

79%

68%

Prohibition of circumcision (brit
mila) would be problematic

Prohibition of traditional slaughter
(shechita) would be problematic



Reasons for considering emigration / emigration

49%

51%

45%

42%

20%

32%

41%

Did not emigrate / consider emigration at all

Emigrated or considered emigration for any of
the abovementioned reasons

Emigrated or considered emigration for any of
the abovementioned reasons related to…

For other reasons

You were not able to practice your religion
(e.g. traditional slaughter or circumcision)

You are/were not able to live an openly
Jewish life

You don’t feel safe living there as a Jew



Satisfaction with  government support to Jewish communities

17%

18%

23%

28%

28%

32%

47%

Raise awareness of Jewish traditions

Combat antisemitism

Promote Jewish life

Inclusion of the topic of the Holocaust in
education

Celebration of Jewish culture and heritage

Response to security needs of the Jewish
community

Public commemoration of the Holocaust



REPORTING ANTISEMITISM



Reporting

• Reporting levels: 

- Online antisemitism: 26% 

- Antisemitic harassment 28%

- Antisemitic violence: 49% 

- Antisemitic discrimination: 11% 

• Reporting to: 

- Platforms for online antisemitism

- Police 

- Rarely to equality bodies

• High levels of dissatisfaction with platforms and police

• Reasons for non-reporting: 

- nothing will happen or change

- not serious enough to report

- not knowing how or where to report



FRA OPINIONS



FRA Opinions

• Member States should ensure effective monitoring and appropriate funding of 
strategies and actions plans

• Ensure the safety and security of Jewish communities

• Address online antisemitic content through the Digital Services Act

• Facilitate reporting of experiences of antisemitism



CLICK TO EDIT MASTER TITLE STYLE

facebook.com/fundamentalrights

twitter.com/EURightsAgency

linkedin.com/company/eu-fundamental-rights-agency

fra.europa.eu

Thank you!

FRA – EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Rennweg 12 – 1030 Vienna – Austria

T +43 158030-0 – F +43 158030-699
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