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INTRODUCTION 

 

 I spent my 3rd year abroad at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Israel. It’s 

been exciting to spend one year in a country that is a true myriad of cultures, religions, 

and for better of for worse, conflicts. Similarly, people are drawn to this country for a 

million different reasons, as the Israel, together with the Palestinian territories, have 

something to offer for everyone whether it is a pious voyage, interest in archeology, hi-

tech, better understanding of the Arab-Israeli conflict, agriculture and ecology, or 

experience the middle east. I did my undergraduate at Reims, the Euro-American 

campus, however having spent 8 years of my life in the United States, I preferred to 

spend my 3A in a country less familiar to me. 3 years ago when I was taking a gap year 

between High School and Sciences Po, I came and spent 4 months in Jerusalem to do an 

internship, out of pure interest in the country. I got a chance to visit the Hebrew 

University, dip my toes in Israeli culture and living, and thus came to ask for a 

derogation to do my 3A in a “non traditional Reims campus country”. I want to 

encourage you to ask for a derogation if this is your case.   

 

My main motivations also came from the fact that Israeli is a true mix of Western 

and Middle East culture. You find aspects from each pop up here and there: the 

flourishing high-tech industry in Tel Aviv; shopping areas that are completely 

disorganized and dirty but still business runs as usual; many activities, plays, religious 

services, speaker events that are held in English; mal-functioning and slow bureaucracy. 

The clash and combination of these two big cultures makes it both a somewhat familiar 

and identifiable place, while still having lots of new experiences and encounters that are 

anything but familiar.  

 My second motivation was Hebrew University itself. Hebrew University is a 

wonderful place in terms of international and domestic exposure. The international 

student-dedicated school, Rothberg International School, is the faculty that hosts the 

undergraduate and graduate students coming from all over the world. This year I have 

befriended people from the United States, Germany, Australia, France, Canada, 

Columbia, Holland, England and Italy. Of course, including Israelis and Arabs. Rothberg 

offers classes that are all in English, whereas the rest of the University offers classes in 

English, Hebrew, Arabic, French, Russian and other. The campus is located on Mt. 

Scopus (Har Hartzofim), an area in East Jerusalem up on a hill, surrounded by both 
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Arab and Jewish neighborhoods. It’s a beautiful campus which includes the National 

Botanic Garden of Israel, and many different buildings surrounded by green spaces and 

monuments, including an outdoor amphitheater with a beautiful outlook over the West 

Bank. Being Israel’s biggest and most prominent University, many faculty members are 

top-notch professors and persons who have held high positions in Israeli government and 

diplomatic world, or whatever their areas of expertise. Indeed the quality of the teachers 

and teaching is one of the most pleasant characteristics of Hebrew University. There are 

also lots of student activities and conferences going on at all times both in Hebrew and 

English. Finally, international students are very well taken care of, and there is always 

help if you need it for whatever reason and I found my time here to be very 

accommodating.  
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DESCRIPTION OF EXPERIENCES 

 

Academics and Courses  

 In terms of academics at Hebrew University, there is a really important element 

to keep in mind. Rothberg international school and the rest of the faculties run on two 

different schedules. This is because Israel society in general runs on the Hebrew 

calendar. There are lots of holidays during September and October which is why the 

universities here being end of October and can end as late as mid-February depending on 

final exams. Rothberg however, wanting to be more compatible with the university 

calendars of the rest of the world begins end of September and ends very beginning of 

January (this year it was January 5th). The same goes for the spring semester where the 

faculty classes begin in the first or second week in March and end ends end of June/ mid 

July again depending on finals, whereas Rothberg classes begin 2nd to last week of 

February and ends very beginning of June (this year June 5th).  

 Most international students only take classes at Rothberg, however if you are 

interested in classes at the other faculties, you will need to stay longer. Since my focus is 

law, and Rothberg offers maybe one or two law classes a year only, I chose to take classes 

at the law faculty and stay the extra time. The good news is, which was my case as well, 

is that lots of classes have take-home finals, so for the first semester I ended on January 

29th and the second semester on June 28th. Thus, I really encourage you to start looking 

at classes (see appendix) to see whether you find Rothberg’s course offerings will fulfill 

your academic interests and goals, and/or whether you find it worth it to take classes at 

some of the other faculties.  

 

 It is good thing to know that Rothberg offers lots of courses that have something 

to do with Israel, Judaism, Palestinians, History of the Middle East etc, Arab-Israeli 

conflict etc. In that way, I find the course selections sometimes quite limiting, if you 

want to take other courses that may be more relevant to your major, for example. Of 

course, if this is what you’re especially after, then Rothberg is great. And it goes without 

saying that there are lots of first hand experts on the subject sur place which give you a 

unique take. Again, this is also a main reason I ended up taking some classes at the law 

faculty, in order to be able to take some law classes as well.  

 

Here are the classes I took, along with a commentary of each course. 
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Semester 1: Rothberg International School  

 

History of the Modern State of Israel—Prof. David Mendelsson 

I HIGHLY recommend this class. The professor is very charismatic, knowledgeable, nice 

and impressively objective. He covers the history of Israel while presenting relevant 

historical information from both Israeli and Palestinian side by combining issues, 

different primary sources, novels, newspaper articles, thought-provoking questions and 

points of conflict. I learned lots during the class, and his objectivity made the material 

trustworthy and useful to understand the development of Israel.  

 

Washington-Jerusalem—Prof. Meron Medzini 

This class covered the history of US/Israeli relations from a bit before the creating of 

Israel to modern-day. This year was the last year that he taught the course, so there is 

no use for me to describe much about the professor. I’m not sure whether the class will 

be offered again next year, with another professor or be replaced with another class. He 

however is a great example of someone who worked in the field and knows what he’s 

talking about. Having been Prime Minister Golda Meir’s spokesperson, as well as 

holding other high diplomatic positions in the government, his personal anecdotes were 

of course an enriching addition to the course material.  

 

History of Palestinians—Prof. Naffes Nazal 

This course, taught by a Palestinian man who’s done great academic work and traveled 

the world, offered a very interesting perspective on Palestinian history and society. The 

course is a lot his own personal narrative, more than History of Israel where 

Mendelssohn gives a very academic and historical outlook. He shares a lot of his 

personal experiences. His English isn’t the best, and he has trouble understanding 

student’s questions sometimes and sometimes he gets very passionate and upset (he 

warns everyone to not take anything personally). But other than that, he really cares 

about the students and is dedicated to sharing as much as he can so that one may 

understand Palestinians and their relations with the conflict and Israel.  

 

Semester 1: Faculty of Law 

 

International Energy Law—Prof. David Kornbluth 
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This course deals with an overview of the complex contract law included for the 

exploration, drilling, exportation and sale of Petroleum. There is a focus Israel, who have 

found major oil fields in the Mediterranean, however petroleum law stays pretty 

universal, so it’s applicable worldwide. The professor is TOP RATE. Very very organized, 

knows his stuff and presents everything in a structured and understandable way. He’s 

easy going, doesn’t take attendance and basically leaves it up to the students to decide 

how serious he wants to be in the class. The way to succeed well however, is to go to 

every class and take good notes, as the final exam is basically just repeating the 

information you learned.  

 

International Commercial Arbitration Law—Dr. Sa’ar Pauker  

This class focuses on commercial arbitration, especially between state and investors. The 

professor is the biggest disappointment, being very self-centered (in my humble opinion) 

with not very great English, and he teaches without clear structure and jumps around 

with long anecdotes and examples that make you confused about what’s important and 

what’s not. Let’s just say that borrowing a textbook on the subject saved my grade. It’s a 

very interesting subject, but unfortunately the professor kind of sours it all.  

 

International Law in Solving the Middle East Conflict—Prof. Robbie Sable  

This class is great to get a purely legal perspective on the Middle East conflict.  Robbie 

Sable is a very well known and excellent lawyer who has himself been involved in 

drafting and negotiating several of the treaties signed between Israel and Arab states. 

He’s thus very knowledgeable and you can ask him the hardest of questions. Not this is a 

one-year course, which means that you have to take both semesters. There is a 

prerequisite of a basic course in public international law.  

 

 

Semester 2:Rothenberg International School  

 

Rescue and Relations During the Holocaust—Prof. David Silberklang 

This is one of my favorite classes that I took at Hebrew U. Prof Silberklang is a senior 

historian from Yad Vashem (Holocaust museum and archives in Israel), and knows 

TONS. Instead of focusing on the general history of the holocaust, this class looks at 

specific cases of attempts of rescuing Jews, the Jewish underground, attempts of escape, 

hiding, rescue by the church, etc. There is a lot of reading, but if you are interested in the 
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topic, the class is great. The professor is good, structures, knowledgeable and I found all 

the course material to very intriguing. Definitely a unique course you won’t find 

anywhere else. Highly recommended.  

 

History of Christinaity as a Minority in the Middle East—Dr. Rev. Petra Heldt 

 This course looks at the historical development of Christianity in the Middle East, 

starting with after Christ, to modern-day. It’s a historical perspective, and not a 

discussion of differences of theology etc. Dr. Heldt is a very sweet lady, who is an expert 

in the subject, however her method of teaching isn’t the best. The class consists of 

lectures and discussions of the reading which I never understood which is the clear 

connection to the content. There isn’t a very clear structure as to understand how 

everything is related, and it becomes very confusing if you have no background in 

ancient history (which is my case, and could explain why I don’t understand anything in 

the course). I would take it only if you are very interested in the subject and have some 

prior knowledge.  

 

Semester 2: Faculty of Law 

 

International Human Rights Law—Prof. David Kretzmer  

This is a basic course on human rights law, which discusses different topics and 

challenges of human rights as well as the relevant conventions and treaties. The 

professor is a well-known and high-profile Israeli lawyer who among other things has 

been a judge in the UN Court of Human Rights (he has been on the jury for several 

important cases). Very much an expert in his field as one can except and can answer any 

question. However, warning is that he can be quite intimidating, and will kick you out of 

class if you do not do the readings. The readings are not a lot, so it’s a not a problem, but 

you must read, and just be prepared to be potentially called on. The course is a prefect if 

you have some prior law knowledge, but want to know more about human rights law.  

 

Terror, Counter-Terror, and Human Rights—Myriam Feinberg 

This is once again a course which is unique to take in Israel, where there are many 

experts on the subject. The course covers many different topics that are related to 

terrorism, and the state’s struggle on how to deal with them, according to human rights 

guidelines which are out there already (and which would be needed) including torture, 

state of emergency, international bodies’ roles, blacklisting, right to privacy, freedom of 
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movement, speech etc. It’s a basic course, which ties together nicely the above topics and 

how they are all related to each other, just as the title suggests. I found it to be very 

interesting and especially relevant to today’s society. Recommended!  

 

 

Modern Hebrew 

I make a separate section to talk about Hebrew language program. First of all, the 

program here is GREAT. I have never taken language courses where I have actually 

learned lots and in a short amount of time. All the teachers are first-rate quality (no 

boring teacher who doesn’t know what they’re doing!), and the accompanying textbook is 

also ingenious and really helpful. Unless you are more interested in taking lots of other 

courses, or of course rather take Arabic, I highly recommend taking Hebrew. It’s a good 

time, you’re guaranteed to learn, and it’s really helpful for getting around and know at 

least some basic communication (if you’re a beginner) for those times when nobody 

speaks English. Read the following about taking summer Ulpan (before actual start of 

the semester) and Hebrew during the year. 

 

Undergraduate Ulpan 

Undergraduate Ulpan is a Hebrew intensive course that takes place one month before 

the actual start of the semester (so beginings end of august). If you’re debating whether 

to do it or not, I highly recommend you chose to do so. First of all, it’s a great way to ease 

into moving into a foreign country and getting settled before the actual semester starts. 

Second, it’s a great way to make friends and enjoy a program that you’re all doing 

together (which won’t be the case once everyone splits of for semester classes). Having 

done it myself, and then witnessed the second group coming in and doing the Ulpan 

during the winter semester, it really is a great bonding opportunity with fellow students, 

and most people make friends who they stay close to for the rest of the semester and/or 

year. Third, you really get a great head-start on the language, especially if you plan on 

doing Hebrew during the semester, since several hours every day (8:30-10, 10:30-12, 

12:15-1).  Fourth, if you are a beginner, they most often do not offer a beginners class at 

the start of the semester just because so many people do the Ulpan program. You should 

know that it is quite labor intensive in the way that there is a lot of class, homework 

every day and weekly quizzes. But it’s absolutely doable and isn’t an insane amount of 

work in every way. Again, over all it’s a very enjoyable time. Even though I have not 

done any Arabic, friends tell me the Arabic language program is very good as well.  
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Hebrew Language courses during the semester 

If you do Ulpan, you just continue where you left off, and if you are above a beginner (or 

at least half way through the beginners level), you can get placed in the appropriate 

class. Hebrew meets 8:30-10, 10:30-12 on Mondays, and 8:30-10 on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. Again, this is a great program because you have the course several times a 

week, and thus keep the language alive and learns lots (as compared to the mere 2 hours 

a week offered at Sciences Po.) Again, I recommend taking it, unless you have other 

priorities. Some people also chose to do only Ulpan, and not continue during the 

semester and I would say that is worth it as well.  

 

 

Overall Academic Experience  

 

I am very happy and satisfied with the academics at Hebrew University. Almost all the 

professors have been top-notch and very good (unlike many disappointments at least on 

the Sciences Po Reims campus), interesting course selections and enriching experiences. 

It can be said for better of for worse, that grading is a lot less strict than at sciences po, 

and it’s very easy to get good grades, and expectations for the quality of work isn’t as 

high as at Sciences Po. This of course is good news if you’re looking to have a it a bit 

easier during your 3rd year. I took an overload of classes, the requirement is quite low in 

terms of credits and if you only do the minimum you will have lots of time on your hands. 

Rothberg classes meet twice a week, 1.5 hours at each time, and most faculty courses 

meet once a week 1,5 hours (some are longer). In terms of formats, they aren’t very 

different from Sciences Po. Most courses have required readings which are discussed to 

different degrees. Some courses consist mainly of lecturing or a combination of both, 

including student participation. Less popular classes at Rothberg can be as small as 6-10 

people and others are between 15-30. This was less true for the Law courses which were 

generally bigger, and less focused on discussing the readings but more straightforward 

lectures. Many teachers are from America or other European countries (especially at 

Rothberg) and others are Israeli, but I did not find their teaching methods to be much 

different from what we’re used to at Sciences Po. But in the end it really depends on the 

individual professors and what they ask of you.  
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Other experiences 

Personally, I did not partake in much other activities on campus. I have had friends 

however who got internships at the Truman Institute where researchers are always 

looking for students to help them in their work. Your academic advisor can let you know 

how to get involved if this interests you. My friend had tasks including preparing weekly 

news reports on specific topics (like Franco-Lebanese relations, general middle eastern 

relations), or more analytical reports on a current event happening in the middle east 

and what was at stake. There are other volunteer organizations as well. There are many 

speakers that come to Hebrew University including prominent politicians, which are a 

great resource and worth taking advantage off. I personally went to see the German 

President Frank Walter Steinmeier speak on democracy and Israeli-German relations.  
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LIFE	IN	ISRAEL	AND	JERUSLAEM 
 

 The most common questions and concern about living in Israel and Jerusalem is 

the question of security and safety. Israel, always being in the news for the ongoing war, 

terrorist attacks and security instances can make it scary to come. Life however is very 

different than the impression you get on TV. A strong force in Israeli among the 

population is the ability to keep life going despite what is happening around you. When 

war tragedies strike, and scary events are inflicted upon people, there is time for 

morning and recovery, but all in the context of moving on and living life as if nothing 

ever happened. In fact, most of the time, one is never truly confronted with the conflict 

that is happening in Israel. Also, that being said, because of the many instances of more 

violent times and warfare since 1948, the police force here is very alert and there are lots 

of security measures put in place. Also with all the soldiers that are a constant presence 

everywhere because of mandatory military service, there is always a person of authority 

around. This, added to security guards at tram stations and inside, security guards at 

stores, every public building, the university, the dorms, bus stations etc, reaction time 

incase something would happen is very quick and is handled by someone who has been 

trained to deal with the situation. This is also true for emergency medical assistance etc. 

In this way, one actually feels very safe, because of the massive experience Israel has to 

deal with unpredictable and violent events. Thus, one has really no reason to be scared, 

and the general atmosphere in Israel is definitely not of fear in any way either.  

  

Having said all of this, one is still struck by the immense presence of security and 

especially soldiers, both male and female, who are walking the streets with their 

machine guns strapped to their backs as if they were talking a stroll in the park is very 

striking. Especially since they are all very young (most start army at 18, and finish at 21 

for the men and 20 for the women). One quickly gets used to the constant bag checks; at 

the entrance of the university, and one always has to show student id card upon entering 

the student village (housing.)  

 

Other than security, Jerusalem is truly a very special city because of the religious 

importance for the 3 major monotheistic religions and various forms of practice by the 

populations here. Neighborhoods are very segregated, on the basis of religion. You have 

neighborhood of ultra-orthodox Jews, orthodox Jews, Muslims, Palestinians, Christians, 

and atheists. Except for downtown Jerusalem, and more secular neighborhoods, there is 
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no mixing. Around the university and student village, Palestinian villages and Jewish 

neighborhoods surround us. This however creates an atmosphere of tension. Especially 

in the old city where 4 different groups (Jews, Armenians, Muslims and Christians) life 

practically on top of each other in a enclosed squared space.  Even though there is no 

direct confrontation usually between the groups, there is still a sense of having to treat 

carefully, and keep to oneself in order to not upset others and cause conflicts. This is 

very different in contrast to Tel Aviv and Haifa, which is a lot more secular and where 

different people of different religions live mixed together. One feels a lot more free and 

comfortable in those cities, especially in terms of clothing that feels appropriate—as a 

woman, wearing shorter skirts and shorts or tank tops once often feels intimidated and 

uncomfortable in Jerusalem, but not so in Tel Aviv of Haifa. The general atmosphere is 

just more relaxed, causal and free compared to Jerusalem. 

Nevertheless, Jerusalem is very interesting for that reason, because one is more 

face to face with the different types of groups of people and the kind of life style that they 

are leading. Tel Aviv and Haifa in the end feel more like European cities.  

 

As for everyday life, there is a mix of things to do and places to go. The old city is 

exciting for the cultural and religious experiences. Downtown is where you have bars 

and restaurants, and shops. The market/shook is a wonderful place to get very good 

vegetables, fruit, bread, nuts, species and dried fruit as well as cheese, meat and tasty 

restaurants. At night, all the shops close except for the bars, and it becomes a very 

vibrant place which is one of the most places for students to gather and party on a 

Thursday night.  

 

On that note, the difference in the days of the week is another very unique aspect 

of life in Israel. One only realizes how ingrained the western calendar is in one’s life once 

you arrive to Israel. Indeed, the beginning of the week is Sunday, and the weekend 

consists of Friday and Saturday. Even after one year of living in Israel, I get confused as 

to what day it is, since Saturday and Sunday is the weekend in the rest of the western 

world. This doesn’t really provide for any difficulties however, other than perhaps when 

having to coordinate things with people back home.  

This is due to the Jewish calendar, where Shabbat begins at sundown on Friday 

till sundown Saturday. Shabbat, especially in Jerusalem is very important and largely 

celebrated. The one major downer however is that this means that all stores close around 

3/4pm on Friday, including transportation. This is a major setback since one has time to 



	 14	

travel on the weekend. The best one can do thus, is either leave Thursday or Friday 

morning to wherever you want to go, and then be stuck somewhere till the evening of 

Saturday when transportation works again. This isn’t so bad for a place like Tel Aviv 

where once can walk to many places, and that there are lots of stores open on Saturday 

anywhere. But going anywhere where one is dependent on public transportation is 

impossible. Bottom line is, that traveling around can become very complicated and 

frustrating.  

 

On the other hand, in general the public transportation system in Israel is very 

good. A great phone application is Move it, which works in English, and is great at giving 

you directions for public transportation anywhere in Israel, as well as walking directions 

do the closest stations, live times, and shows a map station by station so you can know 

where you are at all times, and exactly where to get off. Busses are usually one time, are 

cheap, and let you travel literally all of Israel. Arab busses exist as well, and usually 

show up on the move it app. This is great for travel in the West Bank and potential 

transport on Saturdays!!  

 

Indeed the “Madrichim” or the Student Government at Rothberg are a wonderful 

resource for getting to experience Israel and Israeli culture. They send an email every 

week about stuff that is going on in the city and the rest of the country, can pair you 

together with a host family for a Shabbat dinner. They also organize lots of different 

conferences and activities, and great trips during the year which are cheap (70 euros) 

including meals, accommodation, activities and transportation. I highly recommend the 

trip to Ein Gedi/Masada/Dead Sea and the one to a Kibbutz.  

 

A note on the West Bank, the university highly cautions going. It’s true that it 

can be more careful, especially for women traveling alone. But generally there are no 

issues, and it is relatively easy to get around in Palestine. There is information online 

what busses to take, but you get around a lot just asking people where to go and which to 

take to end up in the right place. I myself have been to Ramallah, Jericho and 

Bethlehem.  

 

 A quick note can be made about the weather, which if course if very favorable. 

Jerusalem tends to be colder than Tel Aviv, but you’ll have 30 degrees during the day 
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into October, and already in March/ April the temperatures get nice again, with a short 

and mild winter in between. Little rain and lots of sun!  
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REFLECTION ON MY 3A EXPEREINCE IN ISRAEL 

 

My overall experience in Israel has been very enriching, interesting, sometimes 

challenging and also fun. Like I mentioned in the introduction earlier, Israel with its mix 

of Western and Middle Eastern culture can sometimes be difficult, especially when the 

Middle Eastern side comes out more. There are many times where I’ve felt 

uncomfortable in society mainly due to the fact that I’m a woman and blonde & foreign 

looking. I got honked at and yelled at mostly by Arab men on a daily basis, and 

sometimes get remarks as I walk by. Sometimes in the old city and in the West Bank 

men can feel oppressive and clingy. I’ve never felt truly in danger or threatened however. 

It’s very difficult, even with speaking Hebrew to escape the fact that you look like a 

foreigner and thus are constantly treated like a tourist which gets frustrating and you 

wish people would not stare at you and treat you like someone who is ignorant, gullible 

and lost.  

 

Israelis can both be very nice and very rude. Usually, the university students are 

very approachable, easy going and nice. They are happy to talk to you, hear about where 

you come from and what you do, and it’s not surprising for them to invite you to your 

house or to stay when they barley know you. It’s not to be taken as weird or forward (this 

of course is not necessarily the case when it’s between girls and guys of course). I’ve been 

pleasantly surprised by their openness and kindness. Israelis are very casual people and 

it seems one way they deal with the stress and hardships of war is through adopting a 

easygoing and slightly careless lifestyle where they brush things off trusting everything 

will be fine. However others are rude. People working in tourist offices, ticket booths for 

the bus, servers, cashiers etc can be very unwilling and rude if and when you need help 

or ask questions. People cut in line all the time and push their through. It’s intimidating 

since this usually isn’t done in Europe, but the best way to deal with it is to try and be 

like them: demand help even if they don’t pay attention to you, push yourself through a 

crowd, and cut in line if you see others doing it .  

 

Having learnt Hebrew has proved to be very helpful however. Israelis are very 

happy when foreigners speak their language, and it gives you an advantage when 

nobody around speaks English and when things are poorly indicated (signs, directions 

etc) to be able to read some. Expect things to be messy, not work properly and not be on 

time however. It’s frustrating, but sometimes that’s how things work out, and there is 
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nothing to do about it, so it’s best to just accept the mess and try and find the best way 

out of it and be patient.  

 

 

As for campus life, it must be said that there exists a huge segregation between 

international students and Israeli & Arab students. Because the international program 

is so developed that there is a separate international school and building, there is rarely 

interaction between the two groups, except for crossing each other in the other buildings 

when getting food.  This becomes less true if you take courses at the faculty, as lots of 

Israelis also take English courses. In order to meet and befriend Israelis, one has to 

make an effort. There is an exception however when it comes to some Arab students, as 

Rothberg also runs the “Mechina” programs, which is where Arabs and other 

international students who want to learn Hebrew in one year.  Many of the Arab 

students volunteer to participate in discussion groups where Arab and students studying 

Arabic get together and talk in Arab, as well as to just share about each others cultures. 

This is especially wonderful for those studying Arabic. They do offer a program that 

matches you up with an Israeli student, a little bit like the “godmother/father-godchild” 

system at Sciences Po. There are many opportunities to join especially Shabbat dinners 

however. 

 

 

 As for what I wanted to get out of my 3A, I must say that Israel has satisfied 

everything I had hoped for. One of them was to go to a country, which was different 

culturally from the west, which Israel and Palestine has definitely been. The second was 

to be at a reputable and high quality university. Hebrew University has met my 

expectations in terms of quality of courses, choice, and professors (not so much Rothberg 

alone however, as I discussed above). Third, I wanted to spend this year to find out what 

masters/profession I’d like to do. I have been interested in law for a while, and I chose 

the Law Major in Reims 2nd year. So I wanted to take more law classes at Hebrew 

university in order to find out weather I rather wanted to PSIA or Law school Sciences 

Po. Taking both economic law oriented and public international law oriented courses; I 

was able to figure that I did truly love law, and that I preferred to do the economic law 

program out of the two. Finally, I cannot lie and say that the wonderful whether and 

warmth has been a wonderful plus for this year, after depressing Reims whether. Not to 

mention the several classes that have been very interesting to me that were unique to 
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Israel and I wouldn’t have been able to take elsewhere. Lighter workload and less stress 

has also been much earned, and what everybody’s 3rd year should consist of.  
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CONCLUSION 

 

 Whether you come from the Menton Campus where the obvious choice is a 

university in the Middle East, or any other campus, I can highly recommend and 

encourage you to come to Israel, and especially the Hebrew University. I really 

think Israel provided a great mix of everything one hopes for a 3rd year. An 

“exotic” place that includes and different culture than one is used to, without 

being completely impossible to navigate, a highly reputable university that has a 

great course selection on different subjects without being as academically intense 

as Sciences Po. There are endless cultural experiences to have in Jerusalem with 

the clash or religions and ethnicities, as well as amazing traveling to be done in 

the north and south of Israel which has a rich and diverse nature including the 

green Golan Heights and desert Negev. Palestine and the West Bank in general 

too offer another dimension on a world-unique conflict and situation you can’t get 

a taste of anywhere else. The markets are museums are filled with sights and 

experience that are different and unique to the area, not to mention the food and 

general living situation. It also goes without saying that you get a true and 

exceptional insight of understanding (as well as increased confusion) of the Arab-

Israeli conflict and it’s invaluable to be able to see things with your own yes, and 

take courses on the subject from both a Jew and a Palestinian. If this is your 

main motivation for wanting to come to this area, then that’s a very good and 

legit reason as well as you won’t be disappointed. Finally, you’ll make both Israeli 

and Arab friends, including multitudes from the 4 corners of the earth.  
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ANNEX 

 

I. Administration  

 

 The administration at Rothberg international school is pretty solid. You usually 

get all the information you need. There is a separate application once you’ve been 

admitted to Hebrew University that isn’t that long to do, however you will need 2 

teacher recommendations. There is a housing form, and instructions about 

payment, which usually need to be figured out by right before you come. There is 

usually no hard deadline for anything, but the payment is easy and done from 

your personal account. This will be for housing, and Ulpan if you do that. Also 

any trips that you sign up to do, you pay for through your personal account. 

 The staff and Madrichim at Rothberg as great with helping out with 

administration and getting information on travel, doctors, and any other issues 

you may need help with. They are very nice and readily available for any need.  

 

II. Housing 

 

Housing is a big and difficult question. Most exchange students choose to live in 

the student village, and despite negative aspects, I highly recommend doing this 

as well. You’re sure to be with people who are at the university, it’s walking 

distance, and you have everything you need, including a reactive maintenance 

service for anything you need. Finding apartments is difficult and expensive (not 

that the dorms are cheap), and taking the bus from downtown every day is a 

hassle, especially as traffic in Jerusalem is insane during rush hours and the 

University is located a bit outside of downtown.  

 The dorms, (The Student Village) includes an area of 12 buildings 

surrounded by grassy areas, trees and flowers with benches and a small 

playground for children (there are lots of adults doing programs as well who have 

children, hence the playground). Each apartment consists of 5 bedrooms, so you 

do get your own room which is wonderful. There is one bathroom, two sinks, two 

toilets and a common area with a large fridge, gas stove, table and chairs, ugly 
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couches, and sink. Indeed, the place is quite sterile and can feel very disgusting if 

you and your roommates are not good at cleaning (I’ve lived with both types of 

people). In your room, you have a large closet, a bed with mattress (not covered 

by plastic, but is very hard), a little chest of drawers, a large desk, deckchair and 

shelving units.  

 As for kitchen equipment, the website says nothing comes with the 

apartment. This however really depends on who is already living there. I selected 

to not necessarily be with undergraduate exchange students and thus arrived 

where 3 people were already living and they had bought pretty much everything 

one needs. If you get put in an apartment with students arriving like yourself, 

you’ll have to buy everything new. The Madrichim takes you shopping on the 

first day. They show you the cheap and crummy stores like dollars stores, but Fox 

Home has good quality stuff, but of course a little more expensive.  

 The housing for the year cost me: $7,040. This included housing also for 

Ulpan. If you do Ulpan, you stay in the same place and don’t have to move for the 

rest of the semesters. 
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III. Food  

The student village is situated next to a strip mall (1min walk away) which 

has a decently large grocery store where you can find everything you need. 

Compared to the rest of the Jerusalem, people tell me it’s expensive, but access to 

the bigger ones requires going downtown or  a car, so this is the best solution. 

There is also a tiny store in the student village which sells all the basics, for a 

higher price, but is open till 1am and also reopens Saturday. It’s great to grab a 

snack, or an emergency pack of milk/ bottle of wine etc. The strip mall also has a 

Japanese food restaurant, pizza, a GREAT hummus place on the second floor 

(Hummus HaGiva, highly recommended and is run by Arabs so they are open all 

Saturday), burger place (not very good), small café and has ATMs.  

 There is no pharmacy nearby, you’ll have to go downtown for that. Aroma, 

Israel’s Starbucks, is situated right outside of campus is also open on Fridays till 

4 and open all the other days including Saturdays which is a great escape (and 

the only one) that is walking distance form the student village during the 

weekend. They have great coffee and sandwiches, salads, breakfast and deserts.  

 As for on campus, there are many different places to eat for affordable 

prices including sandwiches, salad bars, sushi, pizza, smoothies, pastries, 

cafeteria with hot food, falafel and swarma.  

 

IV. Transportation  

Like I mentioned, the bus service here is good. There are several bus lines 

that go directly downtown, but more convenient is the tram, which beats the 

traffic, and there are two stops within a 10 min walking distance from the 

student village. It takes 15-20 min to go downtown with the tram. You can get a 

student bus/tram card that gives you a student discount on rides as well as 

different plan options. Taxis are widely available. If you don’t know how much a 

trip costs, I recommend asking for the meter and not accepting whatever price 

the driver suggests, as he/she will definitely take advantage of you.  
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V. Nightlife 

 There are several bars downtown and restaurants. Apparently there are 

also one or two clubs in Jerusalem (Tel Aviv is more the place for that) but I 

never went to any. One of my favorite bars I Birman which offers life jazz music, 

is situation in the center, and the bartenders treat you like normal people and 

not gullible tourists. You will quickly find different places to go with the bar 

crawl offered in the beginning of the semester with the Madrichim, and the 

Market (Mahane Yehuda) is never a wrong place to end up any weekend.  

 

VI. Prices and Budget  

 

• Housing (including for Ulpan): $7040 

• Undergraduate Ulpan: $1325 

• Groceries: $200-300 euros per month 

• Phone (with Partner): I got mine for 50 EUR per month which included 10 

GB internet, unlimited texting and calls as well as 100 min 

internationally. Ther are cheaper plans  

• A beer ranges anywhere between 3 to 8 euros depending on where you are. 

Same for a glass of wine 

• Bus card (Rav Kav): If you buy 15 rides with the student card, it’ll cost you 

about 18 euros, which becomes about 1 euro for each ride.  

 

VII. Traveling 

 Traveling Israel and the Palestinian Territories is amazing. Renting a car 

is a great investment, however people drive like crazy, and I don’t recommend 

doing it if you feel insecure or is not used to driving in hectic traffic. There are 

plenty of bus trips you can do. There are also organized trips with different 

hostels and numerous organizations in Jerusalem, like Abraham Hostel. I highly 

recommend Haifa, Tel Aviv, the Golan Heights, Ein Gedi, Masada and Dead Sea. 

Many people enjoy Eilat, whoever I found it very touristy. Many people also 

travel the Sinai which can be okay depending on the political situation as well as 

Jordan. Syria and Lebanon are obviously off limits.  
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VIII. More information, links and contact 

 

Some helpful links: 

Rothberg Website: https://overseas.huji.ac.il/ 

Course search engine: http://shnaton.huji.ac.il/yearbook.php 

  And: https://overseas.huji.ac.il/?CategoryID=1047 

Housing information: https://overseas.huji.ac.il/housing 

Scholarships: (Unfortunately basically only if you’re Jewish!) 

https://overseas.huji.ac.il/?pg=searchcase&categoryid=172 

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions whatsoever!  Reach me 

either on my Sciences Po or personal email.  

 

esther.ullberg@sciencespo.fr 

esther.ullberg@gmail.com 
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