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With the defeat of the Nazi Empire in 1945, Eastern European 
societies needed to reconstruct their badly damaged industrial, 
political and social infrastructure. Yet Eastern Europeans also 
wished to embark on new departures to construct a brighter 
future. The goal was not simply to return to the status quo 
ante bellum, which had often been highly conflict-torn, but to 
construct qualitatively ‘better’ societies in more ways than one.

Communism, for obvious reasons, became a major player in 
this conjuncture from the very beginning of the moment of 
liberation onward. On the one hand, the hopes and wishes of 
significant numbers of Eastern European citizens were closely 
linked to various options of a post-capitalist society, regardless 
of whether they identified with Communism or not. The pre-
sence of sometimes rather strong Communist Parties added an 
important and peculiar dimension to such efforts.

The four presentations of this Round Table are meant to draw 
attention to four crucial aspects of this tug of war between col-
lective desires for meaningful political and economic democra-
cy and the realities emerging in the course of the ensuing Cold 
War. 
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