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9-10 November 2022 
Centre d’histoire de Sciences Po, 

1 place Saint-Thomas, 75007 Paris

Day 1 - Wednesday 9 November
 
09:00-09:15  Welcome Coffee  
09:15-10:00 Introduction

10:00-12:00 Panel 1. Valuing empires: issues of scales 
  Chair panel: Marine Bellégo (Université de Paris) 

  - Giovanni Tonolo (European University Institute) 
   Le rôle du capitalisme et de l’environnement dans la mise  
  en valeur du palmier à huile au Dahomey.
  - Masato Tanaka (University of Tokyo) 
  Reviving Economy of the Mountain: The Reform Movements  
  of the Émigré Entrepreneurs and the Late Ottoman Colonial  
  Economy in Mount Lebanon.
  - Michele Sollai (Swiss National Science Foundation –  
  Rachel Carson Center) 
  Where Europe Ends, Where Africa Begins. Trans-Imperial 
	 	 Scientific	Networks	and	the	Development	of	Italy’s	 
  Mezzogiorno as an Agro-Ecological Frontier, 1890s-1940s.

12:00-14:00  Lunch break 

14:00-16:00  Panel 2. Relationships between public   
  and  private actors in the valuing  
  of empires 

  Chair panel: Marion Fontaine (Sciences Po, CHSP)

  - Thomas Mareite (University of Duisburg-Essen) 
  Exile, Imperial ‘Improvement’, and Global Capitalism in  
  Western Cuba during the Age of Revolution.  
  - Hugo Carlier (Sciences Po, CHSP) 
  Le franc, un instrument de mise en valeur de l’empire  
  colonial ? (années 1880-années 1930).
  - Madeline Woker (University of Cambridge) 
  The tax haven that wasn’t: state, capital, and the politics of  
  taxation in the French colonial empire, 1920s-1950s.

16:00-16:30  Coffee break

16:30-18:30  Panel 3. Ports as prime locations for  
  valuing empires 
  Chair panel:  
  Guillaume Calafat (Univ. Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne)

  - Morgan Breene (University of Oxford) 
  ‘The business should be thrown open to all persons without  
  distinction:’ Mapping shifting economic theory onto the   
  nineteenth-century Madras surf zone. 
  - Fabien Bartolotti (Aix-Marseille Université) 
  Du calcaire pour construire le port : l’exploitation des  
  carrières de Bab el Oued à Alger (années 1840-1850).

20:00-22:00  Dinner 

Day 2 - Thursday 10 November
 

09:00-11:00 Panel 4. Valuing informal empires 
  Chair panel: David Todd (Sciences Po, CHSP)

  - Mattia Steardo (University of Turin) 
  Valuing Land in a Post-Imperial Context. The Imperial  
  Legacies of the Political Economy of Buenos Aires in the   
  1820s. 
  - Émilie Pasquier (Sciences Po) 
  La Société des eaux du Caire (1865-1954). Faire d’une
	 	 ressource	naturelle	une	ressource	financière.	 	 	
  - Pierre-Louis Choquet (Sciences Po, CSO) 
	 	 Contrôler	les	flux,	coloniser	le	futur	?	Politique	des
  infrastructures pétrolières et émergence d’un régime  
  autoritaire au Congo-Brazzaville (1960s-1970s).

11:00-11:15  Break

11:15-12:45  Panel 5. Failures and successes of valuing 
  imperial products and animals 
  Chair panel: Moritz von Brescius (University of Bern -  
  Harvard University)   
  - Vincent Monnoir (EHESS) 
  Les langoustes de l’île Saint-Paul : espoirs et échecs de  
  l’exploitation d’une ressource aux marges de l’Empire  
  (1928-1931).

  - Armel Campagne  
  (European University Institute and Sciences Po) 
  Contester la pollution des eaux et la déforestation tout en  
  promouvant la mise en valeur ? L’administration coloniale  
	 	 face	aux	conséquences	environnementales	de	l’extraction		
  de charbon au Tonkin colonial (1912-1935).

12:45-13:15  Concluding remarks

13:15-14:00  Lunch

S’inscrire
sur le guide  
des événements
https://www.sciencespo.fr 
/agenda/fr/chsp

With the support of the CHSP and the CHEP  
(Center for History and Economics in Paris)
Organization:  
Evan Bonney (Sciences Po, CHSP)   
Thomas Irace (Université de Picardie Jules Verne)   
Blaise Truong-Loï (Sciences Po, CHSP)


