MUSSELIN Christine

CNRS RESEARCH PROFESSOR

Centre de Sociologie des Organisations
(Center for the Sociology of Organizations)
Sciences Po and CNRS

84 rue de Grenelle, 75007 Paris, France
christine.musselin@sciencespo.fr

Education

1980 Master of the Ecole Supérieure de Commerce de Paris (Paris business school).

1982 Master in sociology from the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris.

1987 Ph’D in sociology at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris, under the direction of
Michel Crozier, October 1987.

2000 Habilitation a diriger des recherches (second thesis) under the godmothering of
Catherine Paradeise, University of Paris X Nanterre, April 2000.

Employment

1989-2000  CNRS research fellow at the Center for the Sociology of Organizations (CSO)

Since 2000 CNRS research professor at the CSO

2007-2013  Director of the CSO from February 2007 to June 2013

2013-2018  Vice-president for research of Sciences Po from June 2013 to November 2018

2018 CNRS research professor at the CSO.

Visiting positions

1984-1985

1998-1999

Feb. 2008

June 2009

DAAD fellow at InCher (University of Kassel) and at the Max Planck Institute for
the study of society (Cologne).

Fulbright fellow and Harvard fellow at the Center for European Studies (Harvard
University).

Distinguished fellow of the Leclercq Chair at the Catholic University of Louvain
(Belgium)

Visiting fellow at the Wissenschaftiches Zentrum Berlin.



Teaching

Undergraduate courses (all in French)

Strategic analysis of organizations (at ESSEC, 1983-86).
Inter-organizational relationships (at ESSEC, 1983-1986).

Sociology of organizations (CNAM, 1990-1993).

Governing science (College of Sciences Po, with Jérdme Aust, 2011-2013).

Graduate courses (all in French)

Sociology of Organizations and public decision-making (Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées,
1988-1990).

Introduction to the sociology of organizations (master in sociology of Sciences Po, with E.
Friedberg, 1992-1994).

Qualitative methods (master in sociology of Sciences Po, 2010-2013 and since 2019).
Education policy (master in sociology of Sciences Po, with Agnes van Zanten 2005-2009).
Organization theory (master course, with Henri Bergeron, Sciences Po, 2012).

Higher education and research policies (Certificat d’Etudes Postgrades, University of Lausanne,
1999-2006).

Responsible for the collective research led with the students of the master in sociology of Sciences
Po, in 1991-1992, 1995-1996, 1997-1998, 2010-2011, 2011-2012 and 2020-2021.

Public policy analysis, (master in sociology, with P. Bezes, Sciences Po since 1994).

Professional training

Firms in action (MBA-Part Time, with E. Friedberg, Ecole Supérieure de Commerce de Paris,
1993-1995).

One week of courses on higher education systems for the staff of the CONEAU (Agency for the
evaluation of higher education) Buenos Aeres, Argentina, 2001.

Initiation to the French higher education system for doctoral candidates, at the CIES of Marseille
and CIES of Paris, from 2002 to 2008.

Training program for the administrative staff of French universities, at the ESEN (Ecole de
formation des cadres de 1I’Education Nationale), from 2003 to 2012.

Courses at the master in management at the University of Buenos Aeres, 2003.

Various interventions for the AMUE (Agency for the Mutualization of Universities) for academic
leaders.



Advising

Supervisor for twelve completed PhDs and three on-going doctoral candidates

Defense examiner for twenty-five doctoral committees.

Grants

93-95

94-97

1998-2001

2003

2004

2004-2007

2004-2009

2005

2007

2007-2008

2007-2008

2007-2010

2008

2008-2009

2008-2012

Ministry of Education, “Impact of the contractual policy on the governance of
universities”.

Ministry of Education, “The mobility of post-docs in France, Germany and the UK”,
principal investigator

AMUE (Agency for the Mutualization of Universities), “Survey on the governance
of French universities”, principal investigator.

Ministry of Education, “International post-docs in public and private labs”, principal
investigator.

Ministry for higher education and research, “The academic workplace”, principal
investigator.

Ministry for higher education and research, “Between discrimination and censure: the
careers of female professors in French higher education” , principal investigator with
V. Mangematin.

EU, member of the project SUN (Steering Universities) within the European network
of excellence PRIME (Policies for Research and Innovation in the Move towards the
European research area), under the direction of C. Paradeise.

ESEN, “The implementation of the Bologna process in French universities” ,
principal investigator.

Ministry of Education, “Internationalization of French higher education institutions”
, principal investigator.

ESF, member of the project HELF, project Forward look led by John Brennan (Open
University, UK).

Ministry for higher education and research, “The role of social sciences in Europe”,
principal investigator.

ANR (French research council), “Trajectories of French academics since 19707,
principal investigator.

DIACT, “The role of local authorities on the creation of the PRES”, principal
investigator with Jérdme Aust.

EU, member of the Tender on the impact of higher education reforms on the
performance of higher education systems, led by the CHEPS (Netherlands).

ANR (French research council), “Mergers in French higher education”, within the



MUTORG project (Organizational Mutations of public administrations) led by
Philippe Bezes and Patrick Le Lidec (Sciences Po).

2011-2012 ESEN, “Qualitative analysis and survey on the governance of French universities” ,
principal investigator with S. Chatelain (CNAM), S. Mignot-Gérard (UPEC) and S.
Sponem (HEC Montréal).

2020-2021 ANR (French research council), COVID-IN-UNI (French universities facing
COVID) principal investigator with S. Mignot-Gérard (UPEC).

Journals

Sociologie du travail
Member of the editorial board from 1991 to 2015 and editor in chief from 1995 to 2005.

European Journal of Education

Member of the editorial board from 1999 to 2008 and responsible of three special issues over the
period.

Politiques et gestion de [’enseignement supérieur (OECD)

Member of the editorial board from 2000 to 2008.

Minerva
Member of the editorial board since 2007.

Higher Education
Co-editor from 2008 to 2013.
Occasional reviewer for: Minerva, Socio-Economic Review, Current Sociology, Actes de la

Recherche en Sciences Sociales, British Journal of Management, French Politics and Society,
Higher education, Research Policy, Sociology of education, Theory, Culture & Society....

Professional associations

Membership

Member of the French association of sociology (AFS), of the French association for political
science (AFSP), of CHER (Consortium for Higher Education Research), of the RESUP (French
network on higher education studies), of SASE (Society for the advancement of socio-economics),
of EGOS (European group of organization studies).



Responsibilities

AFSP, member of the scientific board from 2008 to 2016.
CHER, member of the executive board from 2005 to 2013 and Chair from 2007 to 2013.

EUREDOCS (network of doctoral candidates working on European higher education): creator and
responsible for the network since 2003.

RESUP, Chair from 2007 to 2018.
SASE, President, 2017-2018 and member of the executive council since 2012.
EAIR, President, since 2019 for three years.

Organizer

AFSP
Sept. 2011

EGOS
1992-1996

2006 and 2007

2016 and 2019

EUREDOCS
June 2004

May 2009

May 2014

RESUP
February 2007

January 2010

February 2011

SASE

Co-organization with P. Ravinet of a thematic session at the AFSP conference.

Secretariat with E. Friedberg of EGOS (European Group for Organization Studies)
and preparation of the EGOS conference in Paris, July 1193.

Co-organization with Ivar Bleiklie (University of Bergen) of a session on
Knowledge organizations at the EGOS conference.

Co-organization with Lars Engwall (University of Uppsala) and Francisco
Ramirez (University of Stanford) of a session on higher education reforms at the
EGOS conference.

Organization of the first international EUREDOCS conference for early career
researchers, Transformations experienced by higher education and research
institutions in European countries, at Sciences Po.

Organization of the sixth international EUREDOCS conference for early career
researchers, Beyond change. Transformation, continuity and inertia in Higher
Education and Research, at Sciences Po

Co-Organization with Pauline Ravinet of the tenth international EUREDOCS
conference for early career researchers, at Sciences Po.

Organization of the international RESUP conference at Sciences Po, on Les
universités et leurs marchés.

Organization for the RESUP of two round tables on university reforms and the
2009 social mouvements, at Sciences Po.

Organization of the international RESUP conference at Sciences Po on Les
universités en réformes.



2012 and 2013 Co-organization with M. Regini (University of Milan) of a mini-conference at the
SASE conference.

Service

Evaluation of projects or individuals

2007-2009 Member of the board for the evaluation of research projects in humanities and
social sciences of the ANR (French research council)

2008-2012 Member of the evaluation committee in political science and sociology of work
and organization of the CNRS (section 40)

2009-2015 Member of the Strategiekommission for the German initiative of excellence.

Participation to many hiring committees

Scientific and institutional boards

2007-2012 Member of the scientific board of the Service d’Histoire de I’Education de I’INRP.
2008-2012 Member of the university council of the University Henri Poincaré (Nancy 1).
2008-2016 Member of the scientific board of the Centre Marc Bloch in Berlin.

2008-2018 Member of the scientific board of the CIERA, and then of its institutional board.
2008-2020 Member of the scientific board of the Observatoire des Sciences et techniques.
Since 2008 Member of the scientific board of the city of Paris.

2011-2014 Member of the AERES board (Agency for the evaluation of higher education and
research).

Since 2014 Member of the CNRS board.
Since 2012 Member of the Beirat of InCher (University of Kassel, Germany).
Since 2016 Member of the Scientific advisory board de SCORE (Stockholm, Sweden).

Participation to various committees as expert

Committee for the evaluation of the contractual policy between the ministry and universities,
Commissariat Général du Plan, January 2002 to November 2003.

Committee on pedagogical innovation, chaired by Alain Renaut for the Ministry of Education,
(2002-2003).

Committee on «Mobilité internationale des chercheurs et des ingénieurs et attractivité de la
France», Commissariat Général du Plan (2003-2005).



Committee on «Les parcours professionnels», for the CNRS program «Attractivité et politique de
ressources humaines», Spring 2005.

Committee on the Future of the French academic staff, chaired by Rémy Schwartz, Spring 2008.

Committee for the Assises nationales de 1’enseignement supérieur et de la recherche, in lle de
France, Fall 2012.

Committee for the preparation of the Grande conférence sur la santé, June 2015 to January 2016.

Press/media

Papers and interviews in Libération, Le Monde et Le Figaro, Les Echos, La lettre de [’étudiant,
Réforme, Le Monde de [’Education.

Participation to radio or TV broadcast France Culture, France Inter, France Bleue, Radio
classique, La Chaine parlementaire.

Honors, Awards

Chevalier de I’ordre du mérite (November 2010)

Member of the Academia Europaea (since September 2011)
Member of the European Academy of Sociology (since 2012)
Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur (avril 2014)



