
 

 

 

 

SOCIOLOGY / CHARTER 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
The course is designed to give students an introduction to the discipline:  

• by providing students with the means to think critically, independently, and with a global 
perspective about the contemporary transformations taking place in the world;  

• by identifying the main types of sociological approaches in all their diversity;  
• by showing how the discipline combines empirical work with theoretical analysis;  
• by reflecting upon methodological issues in the discipline through the practice of both theory 

and research. 

COURSE CONTENT 
The course is divided into four blocks of content. The fourth block enriches the other three and will 
not be assessed specifically during the final exam; a significant part of this block will build upon the 
themes covered in the three other blocks. 

1. Norms, values and deviance (4 hours)  
• The sociology of Durkheim  
• Interactionism 

 
2. Social stratification (8 hours)  

• Classical and contemporary approaches  
• Educational inequalities  
• Urban inequalities 

 
3. Social institutions (12 hours)  

• The family  
• Religion  
• The State  
• Capitalism 

 
4. Research in sociology (12 hours)  

Epistemological questions  
Illustration of several methods (interviews, questionnaires, observation) 

FURTHER READING 

Integration and social regulation 
Baudelot, C., et Establet, R., Suicide, l'envers de notre monde, Paris, Le Seuil, 2006.  
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Polanyi, K., (1944), La Grande Transformation – Aux origines politiques et économiques de notre 
temps, Paris, Gallimard, 419 p., 1983.  

Weber, M., (1905), L’éthique protestante et l’esprit du capitalisme, Paris, Gallimard, 2003 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
The lecture course will introduce students to theories, concepts, and methodological approaches. 
The discussion sections will have a dual function, working with the texts and practising the methods 
through an introduction to research. The attribution of grades focuses on students’ ability to draw 
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upon the texts from the reading list in a critical manner and their mastery of a range of methodological 
skills. 

COURSE FORMAT 
Sociology is taught in the second semester (S2) over 60 hours and is organised as follows:  

• 36 hours lecture course;  
• 24 hours of discussion sections. 

EVALUATION 
The evaluation of learning in sociology is organised as follows: 

• Assessment in a discussion section (2/3 of the overall grade): this will be carried out on 
the basis of an in-class test, a presentation in class and the implementation of a research 
project;  

• Final written exam comprising documents for textual analysis and course questions related 
to the lecture course and reading (1/3 of the overall grade). 

The sociology course is credited with 8 ECTS. 
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