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Economic crisis often leads to the rise of extremisms, ang igahot an exception: as in
many other European countries, the 2008 crisis led to a rise in pbvagsright parties, notably the
Northern League, which throughout the last two years gainedteaoeknary importance on the
Italian political scene.

Far right parties in Italy can be divided into two main trendse@fascist group and a new
form of extreme right, incarnated by the Northern League,ri@gtorgally based and openly
xenophobic party. If on certain points these two forms of politicaeexdsm converge, they have to
be seen as radically different as one is mainly centeredational issues whilst the other is
characterized by a strong territorial matrix. It is notahlysecond kind of right which is interesting
to study, as the Northern League is the party that profitechtist of the economic crisis. In fact,
neo-fascist parties did not rise as much as the Northern Leabiok, has acquired the status of a
real political power inside the country. If the votes given toNbethern League after the crisis
were undoubtedly more than during the precedent elections, it is lmedeed inappropriate to see
this crisis as the only element favoring its rise to powewilltbe therefore necessary to see not
only why the Northern League acquired so much power after the eaonosis, but also how it
exploited previous crisis to impose itself on the political scene. Some sphbe dédicated also to
neo-fascist right, however, the results of this right are not qsteisquieting as those of the
Northern League, as it is still a largely marginalized exitla-parliamentary movement. The main
problem is that the hegemony of a party such as the northaguées dangerous for Italian unity,
and is symptomatic of a larger crisis. It would be extremedjictive to assert that the 2008 crisis
was the only element allowing the rise of the far right;gregressive increase in power for these
parties has more ancient roots, dating back to the 1994 politisel, evhich marked the end of the
First Republic and the evolutions Italy faced, notably the increase in imnsignathie country.

The economic crisis of 2008 did not leave Italy untouched. Albeit Hesgystrong than in
other countries such as lIreland, the 2008 world crisis had importanéoquamees on Italian
economy. Italy’s GDP went from a 1,5% growth in 2007 to -1,3% in 2008 and -5,@a0mh
Italy’s economic problems were already quite strong, but the 20€I8 wras the most intense out of
the 5 crisis Italy faced between 1975 and 2008. What surprises theanpesson who is not
acquainted with the Italian situation is the fact that theceffef the crisis were extremely different
in northern regions and in southern regions; indeed, the economic crisisdpened the traditional
cleavage between a developed North and a backverndione

The impact of the crisis on the political realm can be obdettwough the evolution of
votes gained by parties such as the Northern League, an atigpiaght party. If the “traditional”
neo-fascist parties did not register an important incremeriteiin votes after the 2008 crisis, the
Northern League, a regionalist xenophobic party became a true.gdveeelectoral trend between
2006 and 2010 is particularly revealing: in 2006, the Northern League Hamhlya4,58% and 4,48
% of votes for Chamber of Deputes and the Senate, but in 2008 it dasbéedres (8,3% and
8,1%), reaching important governmental places and becoming Berlssourst valuable ally; if
the 2008 result might not be directly linked with the effects of the crisis (as thavastcasted after
a very short delay), the European elections of 2009 confirmed the godwia Northern League,
who managed to reach a peak of 10,2% of votes. The main issue is tNattthern League is very
strong, but it does not represent the whole country: in fact, if inhBortitaly it reaches peaks of
27% of votes (Veneto), in most southern regions it hardly reachesf 1#tes, creating a strong
electoral division inside the country. As for what concerns the rsmistaparties, their electoral
results are negligible (and do not reach the 4% threshold toRarieament), which brings them to
express themselves more as an extra-parliamentary movement tharcal pairtiy.

Nonetheless, the rise of the far right in Italy did not coma ssrprise, nor was it the best
electoral score the Northern League reached since its Ifirthe Northern League became as
powerful as it is today, it is not only because of a crisisititaeased its power, but also because of



other forms of crisis that occurred before the 2008 crack. The econwmis did not have
important repercussions on the majority of the population, or, at ieasts not strong enough to
generate alone a spontaneous change in political opinion; this condkeisnus to search further
the explanations to the rise of the far right.

If the economic crisis did have an important effect on the growttaldn far right parties
(especially the Northern League), such growth would not have beeblpaksi series of structural
changes had not occurred in ltaly in the years before this.cFhe first of the vital elements to
consider in the evaluation of the position of extreme right paniidgalian politics is the great
changes the Italian society faced during the last twentgsyéaly went from being a country of
emigrants to being a country attracting immigrants; thit sas had strong consequences on the
political realm and on society as a whole: indeed, the changesietysleft Italy without reference
points, which subsequently led to a crisis of Italian identity. Thgrngssive loss ofitalianity” and
the problems brought about by immigration gave the far right theilplity to exploit fully an
openly xenophobic propaganda, centered on the dichotomy between “them” and “us”; thigsthem
not necessarily to be considered exclusively as designing nantsgfrom foreign countries, but
also people from southern Italy. In fact, the Northern League,amhsté insisting on nationalist
values, insists on regionalism and foments tensions inside the chativgen North and South.
Moreover, through the exploitation of a cultural crisis, it impasegw form of culture, based on
regional values, dialects and traditions. This creation of a new &b culture is common to both
extreme right neo-fascist parties and the Northern League, howleeenain difference lies in the
fact that the northern League is a Parliamentary party, wthids neo-fascist parties do not have
enough votes to impose as anything but an extra-parliamentary movement.

However, to fully understand how the rise of the far right wasiplasin Italy, one needs to
go even further in the past to understand it and go to the rogslib€al crisis: it is therefore
necessary to understand what happened in Italy in 1994, when all oftiles geat had ruled Italy
since the end of the Second World War were involved iriNani Pulite” scandal. Without such
basis, the rise of the Northern League would appear as linkedsmed) to conjuncture issues,
whilst the reasons that made it possible for it to become asfobwas it is today are deeply rooted
in the past.

Italy’s situation does not seem to get any better: the counfacing a new political crisis
and the Northern League is the only party who is keeping the gowetrrgomg: if it quits the
coalition, Italy will face new elections. At the moment, Bertuscis basically forced to accept
anything the Northern League asks if he wants to stay in posvérjsaonly thanks to their votes
that he cans actually stay in place; it is a strange @drpolitical blackmail. If ltaly were to go to
elections right now, probably the Northern League would be the wreaer of the elections, with
disastrous consequences on the unity of the country: if they stoppad &mksecession, they still
insist greatly on implementing federalism, which would meamatgadvantages for northern Italy,
but southern Italy would find a more complex situation in front of Hee. fMain issue is that Italy is
a country which stands only because of the existence of Berlusconi, theipglalement in Italian
politics. If he should fall, or abandon politics, it is likely for Itadyface a major political crisis, due
to the loss of the elements that have characterized Italiancpaliiring the last 17 years. The
guestion is whether Italy is more likely to go back to normalityp¢come a federal country or to
end up divided like Belgium.

Annexe 1: croissance, occupation, productivité et investissements fixes bruts ersétabligs et
machinerie - Années 1971 - 2009 (Valeurs en pourcentage)



Source: Istituto Nazionale di Statisti@apporto Annuale 20Q09résenté le 26 Mai 2010 a Rome,
consulté suwww.istat.it

Figura 1.9 - Crescita, occupazione, produttivita e investimenti fissi lordi in impianti e macchinari - Anni
1971-2009 (variazioni percentuali)
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Annexe 2:Les partis de centre-droite (1996-2010) - Droite, Ligue du Nord, PDL, autres
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Annexe 3:la proximité aux positions de la Ligue du nord ans les différentes zones géopolitiques

entre 1994 et 2009 (Nord Ouest, Nord-Est, Centre, Sud et lles)

LAVICINANZA ALLA LEGA NORD
Yalori percentuali di quanti si dichiarano molto o abhastanza vicini in base
all'area geopolitica — serie starica

122
18.7
Hord Owest 19.9
3T5
443
7.4
212
Mord Est 30.3
Z8E
A4 6
1.2
57
Centro - Zona a5
Ros=sa 25 7
30.3
0.0
1.3
Sud e kale E-
15.2
16.E
42
Totale =58 141
FPopaolazione 25 3
312
1994 19588 2001 w2008 w2009
Fante: Indagini Demos & Pi




