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Organisation :  

• Sarah Gensburger, CNRS-Centre de Sociologie des Organisations (Sciences Po) : 

sarah.gensburger@sciencespo.fr  

• Paul Max Morin, Cevipof (Sciences Po) - Université Nice Côte - d’Azur :  

paul.morin@sciencespo.fr     

Background:  

The French colonization of Algeria (1830-1962), the Algerian War of Independence (1954-1962), and the 

exiles and migrations they engendered, have profoundly influenced the formation of contemporary France. 

Republican institutions, political families, French capitalism, the country's demographics, culture and even 

language were partly forged in these historical experiences. 

 

The year 2022 marked the sixtieth anniversary of the end of the Algerian War of Independence and the 

colonization of Algeria. Parts of French society participated in the commemoration of the end of the 

conflict. In doing so, these actors produced a certain number of speeches, gestures, or public policies 

about the past. This time of memory was coupled with a political time that included this anniversary in an 

election year and ensured a strong presence of colonization and the Algerian War in the media. 

 

The presidential election thus highlighted the way in which the position of the conflict, and more broadly 

of colonization, was considered by a part of the political class as a partisan marker and an electoral 

argument. Here, the relationship between the memory of the Algerian War and politics is thought to be a 

tool of cleavage and clientelism. 

 

A few months earlier, however, historian Benjamin Stora submitted a report to the President of the 

Republic entitled Les questions mémorielles portant sur la colonisation et la guerre d'Algérie with the ambition of 

moving towards "reconciliation”. Here, the evocation of the past is presented as a public policy tool that 

allows for the reestablishment of social ties, within French society as well as between Algeria and France, 

beyond conflicts and cliques. This report also follows the implementation of several memory programs – 

mostly in the educational field - intended to promote dialogue and coexistence between citizens, while 

family histories linked to the conflict and colonization are considered to be divisive factors that hinder 

social cohesion. 

 

Between tools of conflictualization and instruments of reconciliation, the relationship between politics and 

the memory of the Algerian War and colonization has not been systematically studied yet and, even more, 

the effects of these discourses, commissions, and tools have never been scientifically looked at and 

assessed. The debates and analyses - as well as their very qualifications - of these phenomena are most 

often dominated by media commentators and the political actors themselves. 

 

Of course, and this is infinitely desirable, historians have offered inspiring and most needed analysis of 

these uses of the past, based on their knowledge and their work. The starting point of this study day is that 

we believe it is essential that they be joined by anthropologists, political scientists and sociologists, some 

of whom have indeed begun to study, empirically and in contemporary society, the question of the 
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relationship between the memory of colonization and the Algerian War and politics, whether this last term 

is understood in its different meanings, from policy to politics, passing by polity. 

 

This workshop aims first of all to allow the elaboration of a cumulative knowledge on these questions, far 

from the normative considerations that most often preside over their treatment in the public debate. By 

mobilizing social sciences and their methodologies - from ethnography to questionnaires -, it bets on the 

production of a scientific knowledge about the socio-political effects of these historical experiences on 

French political life and contemporary French society. 

 

Finally, this workshop has a last objective. Through a close examination of the contemporary political 

effects of the memory of colonization and the Algerian War, but in a diachronic perspective, it intends to 

offer a practical case to allow French research to participate in the critical re-reading, currently underway 

in the international field of memory studies, of many of the old evidences on the place and the expected 

effects of the evocation of violent pasts in contemporary societies.  

In doing so, this workshop wishes to :  

 

• Anchor the study of colonization and the Algerian War and their memories in the field of political 

science. 

• Promote the study of memory policies in the field of public policy analysis 

• Bring together researchers on a transdisciplinary and international scale  

• Using the questions below, it will return to old works such as those of Annick Percheron on the 

politicization of a generation during the Algerian War or the surveys by questionnaires and polls 

conducted since the 1960s on the "relationship" of the French to the Algerian War.  

• Identify the investigations that remain to be carried out and build a collective dynamic to carry 

them out. 

 

Submissions may include, but are not limited to, the following questions: 

 

• The Algerian War and politics: what chronological boundaries between 1830 and 2023? How 

do events related to colonisation and the Algerian War trigger political processes in France? 

• Is the memory of the Algerian war and/or that of colonialism a determinant of the positioning 

of actors on the political scene? 

• Are the speeches and actions of politicians with regard to the memory of the Algerian war 

and/or that of colonialism determinants of the vote? 

• On what territorial scales - between the local and the international - should we study the 

relationship between political life and the memory of the Algerian War and colonization?  

• How can we grasp the evolution of the relationship between the memory of colonization and 

the Algerian war and politics over time?  

• What role(s) does the memory of the Algerian War and colonization play in social 

mobilizations and activists careers? 

• How are issues related to the memory of the Algerian War and colonization put on the agenda? 
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• What are the instruments of the policies of memory (teaching, reparations, commemorations, 

etc.) and how can we identify their social and political effects?  

• What are the categories of public intervention produced by the memorial policies of the 

Algerian War and colonization?  

• Who are the experts on the politics of the memory of the Algerian War and colonization? 

• Which administrations are in charge of the public policies in question?  

• Who are the social actors involved in the memorial issues related to the Algerian War and 

colonization and their evolution?  

• Who are the target audiences of these policies?  

• How do we measure the impact of these policies, between policies and politics? 

• Between politicization and depoliticization, who is finally interested in the memory of the 

Algerian War and colonization, in France and elsewhere? 

 

Submissions 

 

Submissions must be sent, in French or English, before June 1er 2023. They should be two pages long 

and should specify the problematic, the methodology, the data, material or archives used and the main 

conclusions as well as a presentation of about ten lines of the researcher(s). A response will be given at the 

beginning of July 2023. 

 

For the selected proposals, the texts, which can be written in either French or English, must be sent by 

November 6, 2023 in order to allow an advance reading by all participants.  

 

The workshop should be held on Friday, December 15, 2023 at Sciences Po, Paris. In case of a huge 

number of quality submissions the organizers may consider organizing a second day for the workshop.  

 

A publication in an international peer-reviewed journal is immediately envisaged. 

 

Scientific Advisory Board: 

Michèle Baussant, CEFRES - CNRS 
Raphaëlle Branche, ISP, University of Paris Nanterre - CNRS 
Sarah Gensburger, CSO, Sciences Po - CNRS 
Marie Claire Lavabre, CEE - Sciences Po - CNRS 
Sébastien Ledoux, CHS, Université Panthéon-Sorbonne-CNRS 
Sandrine Lefranc, CEE-Sciences Po-CNRS 
Vincent Martigny, CEVIPOF - Sciences Po - Université Côte-d'Azur  
Paul Max Morin, CEVIPOF - Sciences Po - Université Côte-d'Azur  
Anne Muxel, CEVIPOF - Sciences Po-CNRS 
Valérie Rosoux, FNRS - Université Catholique de Louvain 
Eric Savarese, CEPEL - University of Montpellier-CNRS 
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Todd Shepard, Department of History, John Hopkins University 
Sylvie Thénault, CHS, CNRS - Université Panthéon Sorbonne  
 

Bibliographie indicative :  
 
Frédéric Abecassis, Gilles Boyer, Benoit Falaize, La France et l'Algérie, leçons d'histoire, INRP, 2008 
Michele Baussant, Pieds-Noirs: mémoires d’exils, Stock, 2002. 
Romain Bertrand, Mémoires d’empire. La controverse autour du “fait colonial”, Editions du Croquant, 2006. 
Magalie Besse et Sylvie Thénault (dir), Réparer l’injustice : l’affaire Maurice Audin, Institut francophone Justice et 
Démocratie, 2019. 
Abderrahmane Bouchène, Jean-Pierre Peyroulou, Ouanassa Siari Tengour, Sylvie Thénault, Histoire de l’Algérie à la 
période coloniale, La découverte, 2014. 
Raphaëlle Branche, “Papa qu’as tu fait en Algérie ?”. Enquête sur un silence familial, La Découverte, 2020. 
Clarisse Buono, Pieds-noirs de père en fils, Balland, 2004.  
Noélline Castagnez, Quand les socialistes se souviennent de leurs guerres. Mémoire et identité (1944-1995), PUR, 
2021. 
Emmanuelle Comtat, Les Pieds-noirs et la politique, Presses Sciences Po, 2009.  
Vincent Crapanzano, The wound that never heals, University of Chicago press, 2017. 
Laurence De Cock, Dans la classe de l'homme blanc : L’enseignement du fait colonial en France des années 1980 à nos 
jours, Presses universitaires de Lyon, 2018.  
Donatella della Porta et al, Legacies and memories in movements, Oxford University Press, 2018. 
Claire Eldridge, From Empire to Exile : History and Memory within the pied-noir and harki communities 1962 - 
2012, Manchester university press, 2016.  
Giulia Fabbiano, Hériter 1962, Presses Universitaires de Nanterre, 2016. 
Giulia Fabbiano et Abderahmen Moumen, Algérie coloniale : traces, mémoires et transmissions, Cavalier Bleu, 2022. 
Jérôme Fourquet et Nicolas Lebourg, La nouvelle guerre d’Algérie n’aura pas lieu, Fondation Jean Jaurès, 2017.  
Sarah Gensburger et Sandrine Lefranc, A quoi servent les politiques de mémoire ?, Presses de Sciences Po, 2017. 
Sarah Gensburger et Sandrine Lefranc, La mémoire collective en question(s), PUF, 2023. 
Sarah Gensburger, Qui pose les questions mémorielles ? Etat, mémoire et société dans la France contemporaine, CNRS 
Editions, 2023. 
Samir Hadj Belgacem, La marche de 1983 : des mémoires à l'histoire d'une mobilisation collective, Presses 
universitaires de Nanterre, 2018. 
Abdellali Hajjat, La marche pour l’égalité et contre le racisme, Editions Amsterdam, 2013. 
Abdellali Hajjat, Les frontières de l’identité nationale, La découverte, 2012. 
Florence Haegel et Marie-Claire Lavabre, Destins ordinaires : Identité singulière et mémoire partagée, Presses de 
Sciences Po, 2010. 
Jim House et Neil MacMaster, Paris 1961. Les Algériens, la terreur d’Etat et la mémoire, Folio Histoire, 2021 [2006 
pour l’édition anglaise]. 
Ethan Katz, The Burdens of Brotherhood: Jews and Muslims from North Africa to France. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 2015. 
Marie Claire Lavabre, Le fil rouge. Sociologie de la mémoire communiste, Presses de la FNSP, 1994. 
Sébastien Ledoux, La Nation en récit. Des années 1970 à nos jours, Belin, 2021. 
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Sandrine Lefranc, Comment sortir de la violence ? Enjeux et limites de la justice transitionnelle, CNRS Editions, 
2022. 
Itay Lotem, The Memory of Colonialism in Britain and France: The Sins of Silence. London Palgrave Macmillan, 
2018. 
Vincent Martigny, Dire la France, Presses de Sciences Po, 2016. 
Paul Max Morin, Les jeunes et la guerre d’Algérie, PUF, 2022 
Anne Muxel, Individu et mémoire familiale, Nathan, 2000  
Annick Percheron, La Socialisation politique : textes réunis par Nonna Mayer et Anne Muxel, Armand Colin, 1993. 
Valérie Rosoux, Les usages de la mémoire dans les relations internationales. Le recours au passé dans la politique 
étrangère de la France à l’égard de l’Allemagne et de l’Algérie, de 1962 à nos jours, Bruylant, 2001. 
Alain Ruscio, Nostalgérie : l’interminable histoire de l’OAS, La découverte, 2015. 
Alain Ruscio, Les communistes et l’Algérie, La découverte, 2019. 
Eric Savarese,  L’invention des Pieds-Noirs, Séguier, 2002. 
Yann Scioldo-Zürcher, Devenir métropolitain, parcours et politique d’intégration de rapatriés d’Algérie en métropole, 
de 1954 au début du XXI° siècle, Paris, Éditions de l’École des hautes études en sciences sociales, 2010.  
Todd Shepard, 1962, Comment l’indépendance algérienne a transformé la France, Payot, 2012.  
Rosella Spina, Enfants de harkis et enfants d’émigrés - Parcours croisés, identités à recoudre, Karthala, 2012. 
Ann-Laura Stoler, Duress : Imperial durabilities in our times, Duke University Press, 2016.  
Sylvie Thénault, La guerre d’Indépendance algérienne : mémoires françaises, Historiens et Géographes, n°425, 2014. 
Sylvie Thénault, “La gauche et la décolonisation”, dans l’Histoire des gauches en France Vol 2, dir Jean-Jacques 
Becker, Gilles Candar, La découverte, 2005. 
Sylvie Thénault, Les Ratonnades d'Alger, 1956 : Une histoire de racisme colonial, Seuil, 2022. 


