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introducDon	  

•  aims	  

• 	  a	  theoreDcally	  informed,	  methodologically	  transparent,	  empirically	  oriented	  
and	  criDcal	  analysis	  of	  EU	  pracDces	  

• 	  further	  exposing	  and	  undermining	  the	  mainstream	  theoreDcal	  limitaDons	  of	  
global	  power	  analysis	  

• 	  EU	  power	  flows	  and	  shapes,	  rather	  than	  coerces	  and	  breaks	  

• 	  explaining	  change	  x	  “making	  facile	  gestures	  difficult”	  



introducDon	  

•  not	  entering	  a	  terra	  incognita,	  but	  neighbourhood	  not	  yet	  
conceived	  as	  one	  strategically	  oriented	  assemblage	  

• 	  comparison	  to	  unified-‐actor	  and	  structural	  approaches	  (e.g.	  
external	  governance)	  



governmentality:	  a	  theoreDcal	  introducDon	  

•  government(ality)	  in	  Foucault	  

• 	  (internaDonal)	  governmentality	  studies	  

• 	  governmentality	  what:	  pluralist	  perspecDve	  (toolkit)	  

• 	  “[…]	  any	  more	  or	  less	  calculated	  and	  raDonal	  acDvity,	  undertaken	  by	  a	  
mulDplicity	  of	  authoriDes	  and	  agenies,	  employing	  a	  variety	  of	  techniques	  and	  
forms	  of	  knowledge,	  that	  seeks	  to	  shape	  conduct	  by	  working	  through	  the	  
desires,	  aspiraDons,	  interests	  and	  beliefs	  of	  various	  actors,	  for	  definite	  but	  
shiaing	  ends	  and	  with	  a	  diverse	  set	  of	  relaDvely	  unpredictable	  consequences,	  
effects	  and	  outcomes“	  (Dean	  2010:	  18)	  	  



governmentality:	  a	  theoreDcal	  introducDon	  

•  power	  

• 	  “a	  name	  one	  agributes	  to	  a	  complex	  strategic	  situaDon	  in	  a	  parDcular	  
society”	  (Foucault	  1979:	  93)	  

• 	  mulDplicity	  of	  force	  

• 	  power/knowledge	  

• 	  disposi0f:	  the	  threefold	  concept	  



governmentality:	  a	  theoreDcal	  introducDon	  

•  criDque	  /	  normaDvity	  

• 	  power	  relaDons	  are	  neither	  good	  or	  bad,	  but	  dangerous	  

• 	  disturbing	  that	  which	  seemed	  certain	  as	  a	  means	  to	  “nouvel	  imaginaire	  
poliDque”	  

• 	  individuals	  are	  free	  to	  act	  and	  think	  (…	  and	  to	  conduct	  themselves)	  



methodological	  outline	  

•  instrumentarium	  of	  the	  governmentality	  analysis	  

• 	  method	  

• 	  exploraDon	  of	  discourses	  

• 	  thick	  descripDon	  of	  processes	  

• 	  drawing	  on	  previous	  catalogues	  of	  liberal	  government	  pracDces	  

• 	  two	  categories	  of	  concepts	  

• 	  general	  

• 	  specific	  ways	  of	  acDng	  in	  certain	  domains 



methodological	  outline	  

•  strategy	  (intrinsic	  logic	  of	  the	  regime)	  

• 	  raDonality	  of	  government	  /	  governmentality	  

• 	  epistémé	  

• 	  forms	  of	  visibility	  

• 	  general	  problemaDsaDons	  and	  programmes	  



methodological	  outline	  

•  poliDcal	  raDonaliDes	  

• 	  regulaDve	  ideals	  

• 	  problemaDsaDons	  

• 	  programmes	  

• 	  poliDcal	  technologies	  

• 	  translaDons	  and	  networks	  



iniDal	  sketch:	  governing	  georgia	  

•  outline	  of	  further	  research)	  

• 	  focus	  on	  general	  condiDons	  of	  possibility	  and	  specific	  ways	  of	  
acDng	  in	  economic	  and	  social	  development	  domains	  



iniDal	  sketch:	  governing	  georgia	  

•  strategy:	  empire	  

• 	  raDonality	  of	  government	  

• 	  civilisaDon	  and	  pacificaDon	  

• 	  (un)ambiguous	  spaDalisaDon	  

• 	  relevant	  knowledges	  (orientalism,	  empire,	  powers	  etc.)	  

• 	  condiDonality,	  acDon	  at	  distance	  

• 	  Georgia	  case	  



iniDal	  sketch:	  governing	  georgia	  

•  specific	  ways	  of	  acDng	  

• 	  ra#onali#es	  (internalisaDon	  of	  standards,	  problemaDsaDon	  in	  failure	  to	  
achieve	  sufficient	  progress)	  

• 	  technologies	  (insDtuDonal	  isomorphism,	  knowledge	  transfer,	  colloca0on/
professionalisa0on/governmentalisa0on,	  cf.	  Merlingen	  and	  Ostrauskaité	  2006)	  


