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Questioning the assumption that education is the ‘great social equalizer’, this study takes a com-
parative approach to the social origin-education-destination triangle by examining advantage in
14 different countries, including case studies from Europe, Israel, the USA, Russia and Japan.

The research examines the relation between family background, education and occupational
achievement over time and across educational levels, focusing on the relationship between indi-
viduals’ social origins and their income and occupational outcomes. It analyzes a variety of bar-
riers to social mobility. Using concepts of compensatory and boosting advantage to explain the
intergenerational transmission of social inequality, it refutes the notion of contemporary socie-
ties as education-based and meritocratic, showing that in most of the countries studied there is
no sign of decreasing intergenerational association, despite the expansion of education.
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