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The aim of this paper is to show the recent evohgiof the radical right in French
Politics. The media, along with a certain numberpofitical actors have made numerous
warnings concerning the ascension of the main ahdight party, the Front national (FN).
Such success of extremist ideologies must howeveb@& exaggerated. However it is worth
mentioning that a significant amount of internahes have recently taken place. Before
these changes took place the FN’s ideology andigallimessage was considered by many as
simply unacceptable and outrageous, however thén&Nshifted towards the center of the
political spectrum and is thus more likely to wieaions.

Nevertheless the fact that the FN earned succeascastestation party may not be
forgotten. Gathering many people and many movesnehb felt a loss of social status, the
strength of its creator, and now former presid@éaegn-Marie le Pen was to bring together all
kinds of different groups from OAS (supporters oferich Algeria) to Lefebvrists
(traditionalist Catholics). His daughter has nowcaeded him a head of the party; this has
brought up questions that have not been relevanydars. A new leadership also means a
new discourse, and a new reception of this diseourgontext of the recent economic crisis.
This might also have the effect of inducing in tiear future a concrete problem for the party
itself: the cohesion of different movements. Thiomgf this paper, the main theme will be the
reception of the economic crisis by the Frenchaadiight party, its transposition into its
discourse and programs, and finally the impachisf discourse on the popularity of the party
and the sociological composition of its supportérgs worth noting that this paper has been

written before Marine Le Pen took office at thedhehthe party.

First part: From one crisis to another, the strengh of a discourse based on exclusion

Analyzing the Front national’s discourse boils downanalyzing a way of doing
politics on the basis of different themes, morenthia underline the continuity of this
discourse and position. Does this mean that they mapurely opportunistic, without any real
doctrine? This is a simplistic view, as its diss®mikeeps a certain consistency despite its
variations. Economic problems are relatively newhi@ FN’s discourse and show a tendency

to be opportunistic in the choice the themes. lditaah to the fact that the FN tends to adopt



the very much the same style as mainstream pathissattitude can be explained by the
interest of the electorate.

Beyond the ideological variations and blatant défeces between the various
movements within the party, the FN succeeds inegath support and bringing together
people to “hold the front”. The previously mentidndifferences and occasionally opposed
social origins of FN voters do not play in favorusfity. The unity presented by the FN seems
to be built around a common feeling of exclusiohisTis illustrated in a significant way by
the topos “Us versus Them”. Moreover, the party benefitgrira special position within the
political scene. The fact that it is excluded frtme thus said scene by a good deal of other
parties allows it to more efficiently criticize @hparties because it believes it does so with
good reason. Furthermore, the crisis has givepaing an opportunity to exploit the theme of
economic and financial exclusion.

The Front national is above all a party that plapsviolence of words and of its
discourse; the feeling that this party present®kent nature is widespread in public opinion.
Intuitively, its rhetoric seems to be what is rasfible for the fact that people tend to
associate the FN with a certain amount of violendéore than just a common front, the
notion of a permanent struggle is used abundamtlyits rhetoric. However, electoral
objectives require a certain credibility that candchieved only through a precise program
that has been put together with these objectivesimal. This new economic debate without a
doubt brings up another social debate, thus dyresking questions to other parties on the

political spectrum that are in competition with fr@nt national.

Second part: FN vote, new tribune for social protes

The FN vote has become a means of protest duraugi@hs, perhaps at a lesser extent
than abstention but with stronger implications.sTpiotest vote is firstly marked by different
receptions of the party discourse by the electordiereby legitimizing the vote despite
significant differences of opinion; on the othemtdathe theoretical unity the party tries to

maintain throughout its discourse is reinforcedynthe common and concrete action of its



supporters. Finally, some ideological divergencestebetween the different levels of
involvement in the support of the FN.

The social profile of Front national voters is mietm change, gathering more and
more votes of people that previously voted for ogharties. This part of the electorate will
sometimes be attracted purely by political sengybisometimes by a far more personal
perception of one’s own condition. This last pownill create a sentimental vote, based on
reaction, somehow distanced from a rational calmridased strictly on the party’s program.
In light of this phenomenon, the social profileFdfl voters turns out to be different from one
election to another.

After the analysis of the shift from the discoutsethe vote, one has to look at the
party’s election results, more precisely at thasthe last election, and confront them with the
impact that the 2008 crisis has on the populattadifeerent scales, thus enabling to identify

some territorial logics between the extremist vtite,crisis and the strategy of the FN.
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